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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


William L Bill Jones was bom on December 20 1949 in Coalmga California He 
attended Fresno State University and graduated in 1971 with a Bachelor of Science degree m 
Agnbusmess and Plant Science At Fresno State he served as Student Body President After 
graduatmg Bill Jones returned to his family farm and grew cotton and tomatoes while raismg 
cattle Dunng these years he also served as a Director of the Federal Land Bank 

In 1982 Bill Jones was elected to the State Assembly where he served for twelve 
years In the Assembly he introduced numerous bills In particular he authored California s 
Three Stnkes and You re Out law He also introduced food safety legislation andheco 
chaired Proposition 204 the Safe and Reliable Water Act While in the Assembly he also 
served as Vice Chairman of the Assembly Agriculture Caucus Chairman of the Assembly 
Rural Caucus and Republican Leader of the Assembly He was a six year member of the 
Ways and Means Subcommittee on State Admimstration responsible for the fiscal oversight 
of the office of Secretary of State 

In 1994 Bill Jones won the election for Secretary of State and he served in this office 
for two terms As Secretary of State Bill Jones sought to achieve 100 percent voter 
participation with zero tolerance for hraud He instituted voter outreach programs and created 
a CIVICS cumculum used by high school teachers to engage students m California s 
political process Jones appeared before the U S Supreme Court to defend California s open 
pnmary law and he successfully defended California s term limit law at the U S Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals 

Bill Jones also modernized the Secretary of State s office He developed a web site 
that provides comprehensive information about many services including campaign finance 
lobbying reports business filings and live election mght vote totals 

In 2003 Bill Jones returned to pnvate life He resumed full time farming operations 
and began plans for a new renewable energy venture In December 2003 he announced his 
candidacy for the U S Senate 
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[Session 1 June 24 2003] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side A] 

CASTANEDA This is the oral history of Bill Jones on June 24 2003 for the State 

Government Oral History Project We re in Mr Jones office in 
Fresno California 

Thank you Mr Jones for participating in the project Appreciate 
It 

JONES You re welcome 

CASTANEDA We like to begin these interviews by really starting at the begmmng 
and asking you to tell us a httle bit about when you were bom and 
where you were bom 

JONES I was bom m Coahnga California December 20 1949 My family 

comes from a farming background and has contmued to farm over the 
past fifty years on the west side of Fresno County My mother s 
family comes from a farming background also up m Northern 



2 


CASTANEDA 

JONES 

CASTANEDA 

JONES 


CASTANEDA 

JONES 

CASTANEDA 

JONES 


CASTANEDA 

JONES 


California so we re basically farmers and continued to participate in 
that kind of activity all the time I was in the public life 
Were your grandparents also in agriculture*^ 

Yes both my grandparents were in agriculture too 
Were they from California also*^ 

My grandfather was from Holland on my mother s side and my 
grandfather on my father s side was from Texas My dad was bom in 
Texas and he came to California in the early 1900s bnnging along 
one of the first cotton gins that went to Impenal County down m 
Southern California 
Where in Texas'? 

Big Spnngs Texas 

Was he involved in cotton farming then in Texas'? 

Not necessanly but he and the Hams family who has Hams Ranch 
Restaurant and Hams Feeding they all came from the same place 
together and we still have family in Texas that are into cattle in West 
Texas So it was not necessanly cotton but they did bnng the cotton 
gin here and start the cotton industry down m the Impenal Valley area 
Can you descnbe your early years growing up*? 

Basically in the country I lived about forty miles west of here west 
of Fresno inFirebaugh and grew up pretty much as most farm boys 
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did working after school horseback nding hunting Somewhat 
isolated area and then raised some cattle when I was younger too 
Then when I got oh fifteen or so I moved to Fresno went to school 
in Fresno and graduated fi:om Bullard High School in Fresno in 67 
Before you moved to Fresno what sort of schooling did you have‘s 
Was that a very small school*? 

Yeah a small school a Grammar school It was about fi-om first 
through sixth grade about eighty students in the whole school very 
rural a lot of migrant workers at that time back in the fifties poor 
area for the most part So most of my early schooling was m small 
country schools 

Were there any teachers at that penod of your schooling that had a 
particular mfluence on you*? 

Oh I think we only had four teachers m the whole grammar school 
Not particularly that I recall I can t think of any that really come to 
mind 

So your activities before moving to Fresno pretty much basically sort 
of working on the farm and playing with kids 
Well mostly as I say there weren t a lot of children out there so 
again it was a typical fann lifestyle—horse dog hunt Spent a lot of 
time m those activities and working on the farm 
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Did you do much hunting growing up*? 

I ve done a lot of hunting growing up in the rural areas Rather than 
playing basketball after school back in those days because there really 
IS no one around So it s pretty much an independent individualistic 
lifestyle 

Can you talk a little bit about your family growing up*^ 

Yeah my father was very active in public affairs never ran for office 
but very interested in water issues and worked hard on the water 
development was appointed by Ronald Reagan to serve on the State 
Water Commission in 68 and served on a lot of agncultural boards 
and commissions for the mdustry 

My mother was a housewife but she was a captain in the air force 
dunng World War n so she was very dnven and did a great job as a 
leader in the family m the rural area Again children don t have as 
many activities so she spent a lot of time working with us Had a 
good childhood from that standpoint 

My sister is two years older than I am and she and I grew up 
together out there Then my brother is five years younger He s 
currently doing the farming out there But [it s a] pretty close knit 
family again isolated somewhat in the country so that s what 
happens when you have that kind of environment 
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Was your dad in the military also as a career*? 

My dad was a captain in the Army Air Corps also in the Pacific during 
World War II and my mother was a captain m England in the Army 
Air Corps dunng World War II 

What brought your father to the attention of Governor Reagan*? 

Oh he was very active politically helping campaigns and helping 
Republican activities didn t run for office but was involved with 
different candidates running I think that s probably what brought him 
to the governor s attention 

As you were growing up and again before you moved to Fresno and 
recogmzmg you were young but did you have a perspective on 
politics*? 

Not particularly Again my perspective was pretty much what my 
folks had done and they had not run actively but they had supported 
candidates Until I got into college my jumor and senior year I never 
was involved in politics of any sort student government or otherwise 
When you were growing up when you were looking towards your 
own future what sort of things did you see yourself— 

Pnmanly farming cattle which I ve always enjoyed and that type of 
activity is what I expected I d be doing long term running the farm 


JONES 
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which IS usually what happens with the children of farmers They stay 
farmers 

Did your parents encourage you to think along those lines'? 

I think my father was always under the impression that I would stay on 
the farm and do farming and I have stayed involved over the years I 
ran the farm from the time I got out of college to the time I went to the 
legislature pretty much pretty steady Then my brother was getting 
out of school He was five years younger So he came in and I 
stepped out to do more of the public activities 
And your brother still runs the farm*? 

He s still there nght 

So you moved to Fresno when you re fifteen Was that an adjustment 
at all*? You weren t that far from Fresno 

It was yes no question Going from the country into the city is a big 
adjustment but I spent most weekends in the country and that s just 
what I still enjoy doing I played varsity basketball and did other 
activities as other high school children do but my favorite occupation 
was still going to the ranch ndmg hunting and doing those kinds of 
thmgs 

In terras of tiding did you just enjoy riding or were you involved in— 


CASTANEDA 
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No usually I was working cattle and then I had cattle when I was that 
age and rode over the years And I still nde today with the feedlot that 
I have now what I set up since I left office So I ve always enjoyed 
ndmg but usually for work purpose 
How many cattle were you responsible for*^ 

Back then*^ 

Yes 

I don t remember exactly We started out when I was pretty young 
with forty fifty head Then by the time I went to the legislature in 82 
I had fix or six thousand on grass and another five or six hundred 
cows brood cows before I left and went on to public life 
So when you were growing up you had sort of responsibility for— 
Well it was my project I still had ranch work Our farm was farming 
cotton and other grow crops but I enjoyed the cattle so I did both 
I see That s a good point You farmed cotton and tomatoes 
Tomatoes Back in those days we didn t have tomatoes but we have 
tomatoes now cantaloupes alfalfa those kind of commodities 
How large was the farm when you were growing up'^ 

It started off at 1 200 acres and by the time I had gone to college it 
ended up about 5 000 acres Then over the years since I ve been 
involved it s grown beyond that now So it s grown over the years 
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When you were growing up were cotton and cattle the pnncipal 
commodities'? 

No actually cotton and barley some alfalfa were the pnncipal crops 
back then 

And you were sort of more interested in the cattle side 
Right and always have been 

Were there many employees on the farm or was it always it mostly— 
Oh it vaned We went from full time people five or six to over 
time twenty twenty five but usually ten to fifteen something like 
that 

And then you moved to Fresno and you were talking about that We 
sort of went back You played basketball in high school It wasn t at 
this point that you started getting mterested in politics was if? 

No I really didn t through have high school have much exposure to 
politics personally other than workmg with what my folks were doing 
with some campaigns Not until I got into college did I really have an 
opportunity to get involved or take an interest to a great degree that 
was reflective of some of the things I ve done since 
You mentioned that your parents were involved m campaigns 
The [Barry] Goldwater [Lyndon B ] Johnson campaign in 64 and 
Assembly races that my dad helped on as chairman of a particular area 
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or what have you So they had always been involved in Republican 
politics in some way 

Did they talk much about politics at all at the dinner table"? 

Oh yes yes they talked about politics and there was always an 
opinion on politics Obviously Republicans that s what they were at 
the time and still are They always had a healthy opimon about what 
was going on 

Sometimes especially m high school kids growing up can sort of 
react against their parents 

No I never had that expenence personally I went through all the 
sixties and all the changes that took place in the country among a lot of 
young people but I was pretty much consistent all the way through 
and dunng the Vietnam conflict in college and those of us that got low 
draft numbers I signed up for the Manne Corps and other people 
made other choices But my political persuasion and philosophy has 
pretty much stayed the same over the years 

So watching your parents being involved in politics was mterestmg to 
you at the time 

It was interesting It was interesting Did I ever think I would be in if? 
No I didn t necessarily think I would ever get involved m politics per 
se but It was mterestmg 
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Any particular activities m high school special activities'? 

Mainly just basketball as I said Coming from the country going to 
the city I was not as involved as some city children that had grown up 
m that environment I went to school Monday to Friday and then as 
soon as I could get out of town on Fnday I was gone to the country 
because that s what I d rather be domg back in those days 
Would you go back to the farm on the weekend then*? 

Um hmm 

And you might have mentioned this but your parents actually moved 
off the farm to Fresno*? 

Yeah they had a house m Fresno when I was in ninth grade and so we 
kind of lived betwixt and between 
Why did they decide to move to Fresno*? 

Oh I think pnmanly because my older sister was going to school the 
high school They thought the schools in the rural areas they thought 
that pnmanly my sister I think would have a better opportunity more 
activities more things to do and what have you 
You graduated high school I think you said— 

67 

67 and you re thinking about colleges'? 
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Yeah I looked at colleges and I thought Cal Poly [Califonua 
Polytechnic State University] looked—ag[ncultural] school I was an 
ag major Went over there for a year and enjoyed it a lot I still had 
my cattle here back on the farm so I was going back and forth So it 
seemed to me that Fresno State [Umversity] had a good ag school so I 
thought I might just try that out I think at the time I was even 
thinking of going to Fresno State for a year and then transferring to 
UC Davis and going to Davis in my junior and semor year 

But as It turned out I got mvolved m activities at Fresno State and 
then my fraternity AGR [Alpha Gamma Rho] a social professional ag 
fratermty I joined when I left Cal Poly and went to Fresno State 
needed a student from the fraternity They d always had a fraternity 
member as the student senator from the School of Agnculture So 
since I was pledging my older brothers decided that I was going to be 
the candidate smce they had always had the candidate there So that s 
kind of what got me into politics because they chose me to do that 
and I served in the Student Senate for a year Next year I ran for 
student president and won 

Dunng that time late sixties early seventies Vietnam War Kent 
State [Umversity] a lot of activities on campus so I was involved to a 
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great degree with a lot more activity than one might normally expect 
around a student government environment 
Student body president was that your senior year or junior year*^ 
Senior year 

You were in the Senate the year before*^ 

Um hmm 

What was it like on campus at Fresno State dunng those years'? 

Just like Berkeley We had fire bombings we had nots we had closed 
campus we had children hurt and put m the hospitals It was bad very 
bad So that was my expenence and my introduction to politics 
I was elected to an office but it was more of a peacekeeping 
mission m those days But without getting into the politics of the nght 
and the wrong of different points of view at the time it gave me a 
good grounding in listemng to different points of view and out of that 
assessing a course of action I think I probably gamed more from that 
process when I was a semor as student body president and I learned 
more out of that than I have on most of the other environments I ve 
been in since because it was such a highly pressurized environment 
What was your view of the protests and the antiwar movement and 
what did you think when you saw all this going on particularly 
growing up in the country*? 
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Violence I opposed so it didn t matter what the reason That was 
wrong and that was the position I took and still feel that way today 
So I think that I took the time to listen to and made friends with an 
awful lot of the mmonty students both blacks and Hispamcs at the 
time that had strong feelings about what was going on with respect to 
their particular groups So I spent a lot of time working with them and 
learning about their pomts of view not always agreeing with it 

But what I found was that regardless of the color there are people 
that have legitimate concerns that grievances need to be au*ed and 
dealt with and then there are those that just want to destroy They just 
want to fight Theyjust want to yell at the top of their lungs and they 
don t have a purpose other than that activity And the loudness of the 
voice oftentimes doesn t necessanly reflect the justice of the concern 
So what you find is [that] you have to be colorblind to the people 
regardless of whether it s colors or whether it s philosophies whether 
it s liberal or whatever it is or conservative But you have to 
understand what they re saying why they re saying it and then sort 
out the wheat from the chaff so to speak so that you can really deal 
with the people s problems regardless of whether you agree with them 
or not And you can sort away the people that are just seekmg to cause 
problems and are not part of solution Probably that sorting process is 
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what I learned more than anything else when I was student body 
president at Fresno State 

What sort of issues does the student body president have to deal with"? 
Histoncally homecoming game The year I was there it was not like 
anything else We had as I said nots fire bombings and what have 
you So you had to deal with a whole lot of issues that no student 
president had dealt with before That s why that was a very 
enlightening expenence 

Then I went on that year to be elected president or chairman as it 
was of the sixteen State College Campus Presidents Association and 
we had a very diverse group everything from extreme liberals to 
extreme conservatives on die seventeen campuses during the sixties 
Somehow I got elected chairman of that group and so I led that group 
m that time when Ronald Reagan was governor and took that group 
met with Reagan That in itself was a tumultuous situation because a 
good part of these people hated Ronald Reagan because they were 
very very liberal 

And sat through sessions with Ronald Reagan and those folks and 
saw the way he was able to disarm people by virtue of his genuine 
interest and sincerity and humility to some degree Didn t always get 
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people to agree with him but he was a very genuine honest 
individual and it came through 

So those are some of the expenences as student body president I 
had that other student body presidents histoncally had not had 
I read somewhere and I don t know all the details that there was some 
sort of controversy with a newspaper black student newspaper 
Yeah What had happened m the years before the student paper had 
been a product of money that the students contnbuted and then it was 
part of what was paid as one of the services for the student 
government The poor president had given the Black Student Umon 
one day a week where that was their paper And then I think and I 
can t remember whether it was—^he gave the Latinos the next week 
He started segregating the paper 

So when I took over I said We re not going to do that I said 
It s everybody s paper Everybody needs to participate but we don t 
want to segregate things So we had different little consternation over 
that 

But in fairness the head of the Black Student Union who was there 
at the time became one of my oldest good best friends and passed 
away a few years ago but we stayed friends all the way through The 
same is true with the Latino community I made very long lasting 
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friends within those communities much more so than the liberal 
Anglo community because you could really deal with the minonty 
communities based on what their real concerns were and they had 
some legitimate gnevances which you could actually get a hold of and 
deal with and try to help them 

But you had some constituencies from the very liberal Anglo 
groups that spent their time going from campus to campus just to cause 
trouble and not to accomplish a goal so you couldn t get your hands 
around what they really wanted but just because it was the thing to do 
at that time And that universe of people I could never seem to get 
along with as well as I might have 

So a bachelor s degree in agnbusiness and plant science is that 
correct"^ 

That s nght 

So it sounds like at that point you re sort of discovenng politics but 
you re still really thinking about agnculture 
Oh yeah I got my degree I got a low lottery number in the draft 
selection so I signed up for the Manne Corps I got a year deferment 
because I passed the test for Officers Candidate School [OCS] and I 
was going to Quantico [Virginia] in January of 71 So my wife and I 
got mamed in August of 70 Yes I guess that s nght 



17 


CASTANEDA 

JONES 


CASTANEDA 


I had gotten into the Manne Corps on a draft physical Back then 
we all got physicals—the army didn t pay a lot of attention If you 
were warm and breathing you were in and they gave you a 1 A and 
you were off 

So I signed up I got the extension I got into OCS I was getting 
ready to leave for Officers Candidate School after I got mamed and 
my physical expired and I got a condition in my back one less 
vertebra It s called Simpson s disease or something like that I mean 
it s just a condition It s not a disease per se But anyway when the 
Manne Corps looked at my back they decided they didn t want 
anything to do with me so they discharged me three or four days 
before I was leaving to go to Quantico So I was honorably discharged 
from the Manne Corps before I got to leave 
Were you disappomted about that*^ 

I was very disappointed yes I d spent a year getting ready to do that 
made a decision to do it But I have an honorable discharge from the 
Manne Corps but over the years I ve served I ve never put it on 
an 3 ^hmg because I never really served in an active capacity 
So having planned to do that for a year all of a sudden you re not 


going to Quantico so what do you do7 
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Go to the farm went back to work got involved in politics I did the 
[Richard M ] Nixon campaign in 72 I worked for Ed Rollins He 
was in charge of that valley at that time He was workmg for the 
current Speaker of the Assembly back then He and I got to be very 
close friends out of that process and been friends ever since So I got 
involved in politics after that just because of my interest I guess 
coming out of college 

So in terms of working at the farm anything in particular that you re 
doing particular tasks'^ 

Little bit of everything Started out chasing parts for the shop and 
over the years moved on to management Most of our foremen at the 
time had been with us for forty years Most everybody that had been 
with my dad had been there forever So I worked in those capacities 
and I also developed a cattle deal of my own up in the hills and so I 
was doing both 

And doing activities in Fresno I was racing back and forth to 
Fresno everything from the Chamber of Commerce the Republican 
Central Committee chairman to building the museum in town I was 
on the museum board Federal Land Bank board I was doing all those 
activities you do when you re in your twenties and thirties 
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Then I had the opportunity that just kind of came up to run for the 
State Assembly when Erme [Ernest N ] Mobley decided to run for the 
Senate I happened to end up running m the year 76 the year after 
Watergate I ended up bemg chairman of the party the year after 
Watergate which was not the best time to be chairman of the party 
Republican Party 

Then a year later in 76 that was the year of the first election after 
Watergate and the Republican Party did not do well Gerald Ford was 
beaten by Jimmy Carter I lost my Assembly seat race and again went 
on back to doing what I was doing 

One of the thmgs I learned in that expenence though was that I 
was running the ranch harvesting tomatoes trying to run for the 
Assembly plus I did not have probably as sophisticated an effort 
because my point of reference was my campaigns at college not the 
reality of what it took to run campaigns But I learned those lessons 
and then went on in 82 to correct those mistakes and won in 82 in 
the 32nd Distnct 

The 29th Distnct came up later the reapportionment 
Yeah reapportionment in 92 

Going back to after finishing college going to the farm what was the 
first sort of political activity that you got involved m2 
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It really was the Nixon campaign in 72 

Was it just there was an opportunity to become involved'^ Did 

someone encourage you*^ 

I can t remember exactly how that happened I think it was because— 
and Ed Rollins has told me I had been involved in college I had 
received an awfiil lot of publicity as student body president of Fresno 
State I d been out a year The chairman of the Nixon campaign for 
the county came to me to organize the youth group because I d just 
come out of college And so I said yes I think that s where that 
came about pnmanly because again I d received an awfiil lot of 
notonety when I was president of Fresno State 
How did you meet Ed Rollins then*? 

Ed was given the job of being responsible for the San Joaquin Valley 
on the Nixon campaign So he came down to see who was in these 
different positions and that s where I met him because the chairman of 
the Nixon campaign for the county reported to him and then I worked 
for the chairman m the capacity of youth motivator or youth chairman 
or what have you 

Who was the county chairman do you recalP 

Hollis Best He went on to be a judge and retired recently 

Where was Ed Rollins based*^ 
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He was in Sacramento He worked for Bob Monagan who was the 
Speaker at the time brief time that the Republicans had a majonty in 
the Assembly Ed was working for Bob at the time when he was given 
the job to do this 

What was your impression of Ed Rollins'? You mentioned you two 
became friends 

You know that goes so far back I met Ed in 72 so that s what 
thirty years ago It s like all of us at the time you know fresh out of 
college and looking to make a mark had an interest m politics The 
thing I remember I think the best thing about Ed Ed was very candid 
very direct and straight to the point which I always enjoyed and I 
think that s probably why he and I hit it off My wife of one year at 
that time Maureen who I m still mamed to now we all three of us 
got to be good friends and so we ve just been friends ever since 
What kinds of activities did you have with this campaign*? 

I organized the county put a youth chairman in each of the 
communities and we did quite a lot of just basic grassroots organizing 
and probably as aggressive an effort on the youth campaign as the 
adults or the older folks had on the broader campaign So we put all 
our effort into it and it paid off He won the election but then it 
didn t last very long 
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So part of what you did would be appointing youth chairmen‘s 
Yes 

So you d have know a lot of people I guess to do that 
Well we did We had a lot of people coming out of college Realize 
that these were youth that we were appointing These were younger 
people But that kind of an approach of putting someone m each of 
communities is the same one I followed later on when I won the 
Assembly and I ended up with a chairman in each of the communities 
to kind of be our liaison with the community if there was a problem or 
what have you And it worked very well for us But that s what we 
did m the Nixon campaign 

And probably out of that activity then I was mvolved with the 
county party and then was elected chairman of the party in 75 That 
was nght after 74 when Nixon resigned I mean the party was in 
pretty much shape couldn t find too many Republicans out there that 
wanted to say they were Republicans at the time 

So I took that job and held it for a penod of time But at the same 
time It just so happens that that Assembly seat came open so I ran for 
the Assembly because the seat came open Back then before term 
limits It was probably a little premature for me to run but in those 
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days you might have an Assembly seat open once in a lifetime Now 
It s all the time 

Just a little bit more on the Nixon campaign There must have been 
controversy about the war at that time 
Very much 

How would you deal with those kind of issues'^ 

It really wasn t too big an issue Well I shouldn t say that I was off 
the campus at the time We had students on campuses that helped us 
Certainly it was an issue the war was an issue but it wasn t the same 
type of an issue that it was when I was on campus in 69 and 70 and 
71 to the degree that I was in the middle of it So it was still an issue 
but I just wasn t on the fixint lines of it like I was when I was on 
campus every day m a leadership role 
The Fresno area is it correct that at that point it had a higher 
percentage of Democrats'^ 

Yes yes 

That s what I thought 

Yeah Fresno was always historically more of a Democratic 
commumty and the Valley had a lot of conservative Democrats m the 
Midwest And just more recently the last few years it s gone the 
other way 
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What kind of challenge did that present to you'? 

Most of the Democrats that were of that thinking or from that part of 
the country the Midwest a lot of them were conservative Democrats 
So what It showed you was that what I learned out of that process 
was that party affiliation was not as critical as the candidate because 
you could have a distnct with a Republican win a distnct the next 
tune a Democrat would win a distnct because the people voted for the 
person 

Now having said that I ve been head of the party I ve been 
chairman of the party the party is very important and it s important to 
be a Republican and all that having been said But in those days and 
It s probably earned over with some us maybe not as much to the 
newer people but probably through my generation of people 
representing the Valley was as a Republican you were always in the 
minonty So consequently you always needed the Democrats the 
conservative Democrats to support you if you wanted to win 

Furthermore when you got elected you were pretty emphatic 
about taking care of everybody You didn t pay any attention to what 
their party affiliation was because again m the Valley the history has 
been that you had to have pretty aggressive constituent services 
because people were accustomed to that on both sides Republicans 
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and Democrats And so you would work with the Democrat if 
necessary to get the job done or you worked with the Republican 
Once the elections were over the elections were over and you just 
went to get the job done 

Do you recall who the leading Democrats were in the seventies'? 

Back then yes sure Berme Sisk was a congressman from here B F 
Sisk George Zenovich was the state senator from here The Rick 
Lehmans and Jim Costas of the world worked for them Ken Maddy 
won the State Assembly for the first time the year I was elected 
student body president of Fresno State So he started as freshman in 
the legislature when I started as student body president We ve been 
fiiends for thirty years till he passed away but he was very much of 
the same thinking pretty much bipartisan verybnght and a 
tremendous representative for the area 

Did you know these individuals in the seventies Ken Maddy and— 
Oh yeah yeah Lehman and I ran agamst each other for the race He 
was a staff person for Zenovich in 76 We ran agamst each other and 
he beat me so I knew him well 
Did you have debates'? 


JONES 


Oh yes to some degree Probably not of the degree that you would 
think but we did have a lot of events that we did together 
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What were the issues the important issues of that race that came up at 
that time‘s 

Pnmanly it was ag water a lot of the same issues that have been 
prevalent over the years Those issues come to mind The fact that it 
was not really an issue oriented race what happened was is that there 
was just a collapse of the Republican Party that year on turnout and 
participation just because it was the year after Watergate Everybody 
was pretty down So it was a tough year for any Republican to win 
Lehman to his credit was a good campaigner He had been in 
staffing He d been a political staffer for some time He knew the 
issues pretty well But as far as broad overarching issues I think 
Watergate the aftermath of Watergate was Iingenng all over 
everybody even down to the legislative races at the time 
How did you deal with that personally'^ 

It was very disappointing because we all worked very hard to get the 
president elected in 72 But by the same token I mean once it was 
done I stepped up as chairman of the party after that So it wasn t that 
I hung my head and didn t want to participate anymore We worked 
hard to try and get the party back together and unfortunately there 
was going to be some shakeout after 74 That happened m 76 and 
President Ford got caught in it We all paid that happened to be 
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running that year But that s not totally unexpected considenng those 
circumstances 

Did you know [Ernest] Mobley*? 

Yes I knew Erme very well He s a good man He was the old tune 
part time politician That was back when the legislature was half time 
He made the transition to full time legislature about in the late sixties 
But he was very well thought of 

After you had moved to Fresno I m just trying to get a sense of sort of 
your introduction to politics Did you know these people before you 
came out*? 

Agam I think that being the student body president at Fresno State 
even if I had been student body president as I was if it had not been 
for the tumultuous times of the sixties and my position being perceived 
to be and presented as more conservative than the run of the mill 
student at the time I probably never would have made the transition 
from there to party politics and on to the legislature 

It s just that that environment connected me with a lot of people 
You asked me how I met people Everybody knew who I was student 
body president m this town It was that intense There were very 
strong feelings running both ways so I was standing m the middle of 
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both the community and the students so I ended up with a lot of 
visibility at that time 

As student body president were you responsible for sometimes talking 
to the commumty*? 

Oh yes yes I spent a lot of time because of the problems on campus 
going to Rotary Clubs service clubs city councils and what have you 
So again I got a lot of exposure that normal student body presidents 
would not have gotten 

Going into this race in 76 what were your expectations'? Did you 
think you were going to win*? 

I thought I was going to win but again I was pretty novice at the 
time The fellow that was rurmmg Rick Lehman s campaign whose 
name was Dalton Moore he was a local political consultant who was 
miming Lehman s campaign and they did a very good job of beating 
me So what I did was after I lost that election which I thought I 
should have won but I lost and I lost by I don t know 15 000 votes 
out of 50 000 I lost pretty well I went to see Dalton Moore and 
Dalton went to work with me and he stayed with me all the way till he 
died about two years ago He would have had a place in our 
governor s race if he hadn t been m the hospital First class very 
knowledgeable very thoughtful one of the few consultants I ever 



CASTANEDA 

JONES 

CASTANEDA 

JONES 

CASTANEDA 

JONES 

CASTANEDA 

JONES 


29 


knew that worked on Democrats and Republicans in the local arena 
here You didn t do that statewide He did on statewide too He had 
such mtegnty so well thought of and he was so good and people 
knew that it didn t matter He d work with a Democrat in the 
morning a Republican m the afternoon and nobody would think twice 
about It You very seldom see that 

So I think havmg him plus making the contacts I made in that 76 
race prepared me for the 82 race when I won 
You were about twenty seven at that time 
Um hmm 

Richard Lehman he must have been— 

About the same a little older maybe 

Do you know what his background was*? Was it similar'? 

He came fi'om out m Sanger but he had always been working as a 
staff person for some legislator so pretty much was a staffer position 
that he had 

When you talked about Dalton Moore previous to this he already a 
name for himself 

Yes he had done city council races board of supervisors Most of it 
was local although penodically he would work on a race statewide for 
the Democrats Maybe I was the first Republican he ever did I can t 
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recall that now but I know that he was very good So I went and hired 
him and he stayed with me the whole time But his history had been 
winning city council and supervisor s races here in the county 
CASTANEDA Was he surprised to see you come and ask him*? 

JONES I don t remember It was hard to surpnse Dalton He didn t show 

expression very much 1 don t remember whether he was surpnsed or 
not but I think because he had done city councils and supervisors 
which are nonpartisan races that the thought of doing a Republican 
was not too farfetched because he had done Republicans for 
supervisors and Republicans for city council which is where he did 
most of his work So when he stepped up to a partisan race you know 
Well It s a Republican Democrat I worked for both soitskmdof 
one of those things 

CASTANEDA Interestmg Let me change the tape 
[End Tape 1 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side B] 

CASTANEDA Side two 

It makes sense what you re saying about Dalton Moore being used 
to working on nonpartisan races so he doesn t think m terms of the 
party affiliation the same way 


JONES 


Not as much 
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[The] 76 race IS over At what point do you contact Dalton‘S Right 
after the race‘s 

No not necessanly as I recall I went about and set up a company that 
developed computer software at that time and direct mail and what 
have you So I kmd of heightened the technology piece of what I 
wanted to do what I d worked on m the past but I stayed interested in 
politics and as it got into the latter part of the eighties renewed my 
interest connected with Dalton I don t recall exactly how I did that 
but I guess pnmanly because I was thinking about runmng in 82 
thinking about running again so I looked back and said Well okay 
who do I need to help me*? He was one of the names on the top of the 
list so I sought him out to help me and he agreed So I think that s 
where that came from 

So in between these years you re working on the farm basically 
I built up the cattle operation that I had I to some degree after 76 
thought Well maybe I won t run agam Maybe I m through with 
that And then I d always wanted a cattle operation I d built it up at 
least 50 000 acres I had done what I wanted to do by the latter part of 
the eighties what I d always planned to do m my earlier life So I 
thought that possibly if I didn t take that opportunity to run at that 
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time I might get so comfortable in what I was doing I would never do 
It again 

So I had to trade off what I had enjoyed doing and what I had built 
in order to do the public career So I had a tradeoff to make there 
which I did but I always said I would serve and I would leave in time 
to go back and do it before I got too old to do it As it turned out I 
didn t plan on staying but maybe ten years and I ended up staying 
almost twenty But now I m back on a horse checking cattle I m 
back doing projects that I like to do at the farm So I did to some 
degree I was just ten years late in getting back to do it 

But the public gave me the opportumty in the election last year to 
leave office with the governor s race and so I took it That s what 
I ve been doing smce 

But in the meantime here you had built up—was that when you had 
the 50 000'? 

Um hmm 

So that s quite an increase in size 

Well that was my own deal That was cattle ground That s mountain 
hills That s not intensive farming So a lot of it is just what you 
would consider sagebrush and dirt if you follow me But that s what I 
enjoy doing I built that I enjoyed doing it but it s not the same as 
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the farming It s two separate deals I was farming on row crops on 
much smaller acreage and then I put this other together for the cattle 
How many head of cattle do you have*^ 

That s what I say when I finished m 82 my last year on grass I had 
about 5 000 head Then I had about five or six hundred cows that 
year 

And so in 82 election this time Gordon Duffy retires is that correcf? 
Um hmm 

At what point were you really committed to run in 82*^ 

When he retired I had to make a choice and that s when I decided that 
if I was going to do this this was the time to do it because again that 
was pre term limits and if you didn t take your opportumty 
oftentimes you wouldn t get another one So I think it was probably as 
soon as he announced I think I d been thinkmg about whether I was 
going to end my career in 76 when I lost or whether I was going to 
step forward and run again I think the decision by Duffy to retire 
probably made that decision clear in my mind 
What were your impressions of Duffy‘S 
Oh he was first class very well liked across party lines again 
traditional Valley legislator He s an optometnst fi:om Hanford came 
from the old half time legislature too 
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He had been a long term officeholder*? 

Yes 

Who are you runmng against in 82*? 

A fellow named Clyde Gould He s a supervisor in Tulare County 
Can you spell the last name*? 

GOULD Tulare Coimty in that election had formed about 45 or 
50 percent of the distnct maybe more than that at the time maybe it 
was over 50 percent and I came from the Fresno County part But my 
wife was from Tulare County my father was fi-om Tulare County a lot 
of fiiends in Tulare County so I spent a lot of time m Tulare County 
Great people down there Of course my opponent was from Tulare 
County a supervisor so I needed to get down there and make my case 
which I did and I beat him m that election 
How did you make your case*? What were the issues*? 

It was pretty much working with the people that I knew refreshing 
people s memones as to my family contacts down there Tulare 
County did not like to be split up in the reapportionment They liked 
to have their own legislator So I was coming a little bit if you re 
coming from Fresno to Tulare County a little bit of a carpetbagger 
but because of my strong family ties down there my wife s and 
everybody by the time I fimshed that I think people felt very 
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comfortable And since over the years I gave Tulare County very 
good service and Tulare County has been my strongest county in all 
my statewide elections since 

But there were no other particular—agnculture water*? 

Agriculture water It s really a matter of the personality It s really a 
candidate driven deal Issues matter and I don t mean to say they 
don t But what happens and what I learned m the 76 election when 
we used to do presentations at the time that was a conservative 
Democrat distnct If you got up and gave a speech on a certain set of 
issues Lehman would get up and give a speech and he d say the same 
thing So when you sat down and you went to the election you d lose 
based on the fact there are more Democrats than there are Republicans 
You follow me"? 

So you have to be able to have a difference and if you can t 
differentiate—and the Democrats that were toughest were the ones that 
will Me too you so to speak And he was good from that 
standpomt In 82 I was sensitive to that point I drew distinctions 
but pnmanly I made it clear that I was almost a Tulare County native 
only because of my family affiliations and that helped a lot 

Issues matter but what happens on issues is if the other candidate 
wants to say Me too then where s the difference*? And a lot of the 
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issues in the Valley there s a lot of similanties between Democrats 
and Republicans You don t get these real stark contrasts so you ve 
got to find another way to differentiate and that really gets back to the 
candidate 

So as you re saying in a sense it s who the voters like the best 
really 

To some degree and it s always that way I mean that s not just here 
It s always that way Now certain tunes if you re running against a 
very liberal Democrat who has very stark positions on issues that are 
totally opposite of the distnct and is willing to say so you re very 
fortunate But more oftentimes than not if the other candidate is any 
good they know what the distnct thinks and even if they don t agree 
with the distnct they re not going to say so So you either have to pull 
it out of them and they have to be willing to be honest And all the 
people I ran against I m not suggesting none of them were honest 
They were all honest But I m just saying that if a candidate 
especially a Democrat wants to look conservative in a general 
election they can do so by virtue of their responses to the questions 
The same thing is true with a Republican 

But what you usually find in the Valley is more Democrats trying 
to sound conservative like Republicans than you do find Republicans 
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trying to sound liberal like a liberal Democrat So then you ve got 
Me too and then what do you say when you get up to speak*^ If you 
take a position one week in a debate and the next week the other 
candidate gets up he 11 give your lines before you do then what do 
you say and how do the people know the difference*? And the nuance 
of being able to differentiate between candidates is the difference 
between success and failure in elections 
How do candidates help the voters determine that difference"? 

In the punst sense that s where your negative campaigmng comes 
You draw distinctions with money through the media on issues Some 
people say that s negative campaigmng But as long as it s on the 
policy issues or positions that a candidate took which may be opposite 
of the distnct it s not negative campaigning it s just comparative 
politics And you have to do that You have to answer the question 
you just raised otherwise people don t know 

Now if you re going to start saying things that aren t true if 
you re going to start shadmg the truth if you re going to start domg 
things that aren t appropnate that s a different story and that is 
negative campaigmng Character assassination those things are not 
appropnate and I never do those things But over time particularly as 
you get into a statewide election especially when you re running for 
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governor you d better be willing to go to the wall explaining the 
differences between your positions and the other candidates The 
people don t know unless you tell them 
Yes I think that s true In terms of the campaign anything m 
particular that— 

No It was a good campaign Well I shouldn t say that I ran and 
that was a Republican pnmary that time I beat a friend of mme Gene 
Ruby who was captain of the Highway Patrol down in Tulare County 
We had been friends when he worked in Coalinga and when I was 
chairman of the party m Fresno County So he ran for the Assembly 
in the Republican pnmary I ran I beat him Then after the election I 
won the election in the fall I hired him as my chief of staff which 
made it a little bit of an usual campaign given that was the 
circumstances 

But histoncally I ve fried to stay out of Republican pnmanes if I 
can because it s usually a good idea for longevity if you can to stay 
out of those pnmanes if you want to stay in political life 
Why would that be*^ 

One it s one more chance to lose before you get to the general In 
politics you have to pick your spots and getting in crowded 
Republican pnmanes is probably not a wise thing to do Histoncally 
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over the years I ve always won This 76 is the only race I lost up till 
last year I ve stayed out of Republican pnmanes I picked the spots 
when I wouldn t be in that kind of an environment one because you 
use up money two because you end up getting polanzed by virtue of 
the differences in the party and three it just cuts down on your ability 
to be able to clanfy your positions in the general 

I make it as a rule over my years I ve never taken one position 
with one group another position with—I just tell people what I think 
It doesn t matter who I m speaking to I tell I learned that in college 
I d tell the Black Student Union in college exactly the same thing I d 
tell the ag students who had totally different points of view on many 
issues and I ve tned to do that all the way through 

What happens m Republican pnmanes sometimes is Republicans 
try to out Republican each other and it puts them in a position makes 
it difficult for them to then reach out to the Democrats m the general 
So nothing wrong with pnmanes You just have to be cautious about 
them and you re seeing that with the Democrats runmng for president 
nght now They re all running to the left as far as they can get m order 
to win the pnmary Sometimes that doesn t leave you in too good a 
position to win the general 
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So in a sense it sounds like you re saying it just can get so crowded 
that It s hard to— 

Well It can get so polanzmg and if you re m the mmonty party 
which Republicans are and you re fighting for six months over who 
can be the best Repubhcan and you re already in the mmonty 
sometimes that makes it more difficult to win the general because 
you ve had to move so far to the nght m the pnmary or the left for 
the Democrat So the moral to the story is if you can avoid those 
pnmanes it s probably a good idea 
How long did Gene Ruby stay with you*? 

About three years I think 
Did he go on to— 

No he had retired from the Highway Patrol came to work for me and 
then he went on and worked for a trucking company for a while 
Didn t go into politics or elective office*? 

No 

So you win the State Assembly 32nd Distnct There s another 
change You re working m the legislature now What is your 
impression of what s going on in Sacramento*? 

It was like anyone else that s new to the process It was an expenence 
I enjoyed working with the people learned a lot from the people the 
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process of legislating Itself the relationships the bill wnting We 
were in the process of a reapportionment at that time My first month 
m office was the last month Jerry Brown was governor and so we 
went through that reapportionment fight while he was trying to change 
the distncts just before he left 

I ve gone through three reapportionments including that one so 
the reapportionment process at that time was very contentious and that 
was my introduction to the legislature in 82 
Were you involved m reapportionment at that pomt*^ 

No I was a freshman and in those days freshmen didn t do anything 
What was your impression of Jerry Brown'^ 

I didn t know Jerry Brown when he was governor at all I had just 
come m and he was just leaving I ve since met him and when he 
was secretary of state before me and then he was mayor I was 
secretary of state So I ve been on the dais with him a number of 
times I think he s become probably more moderate or conservative 
over the years at least m his application as mayor of Oakland But I 
did not know him per se as governor I did not work with him m that 
capacity I worked with Ronald Reagan but not Jerry Brown 


CASTANEDA You worked with Ronald Reagan 
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I worked with Ronald Reagan when I was student body president and 
as president when he was president About that time in between 76 
and 82 when Reagan won the election for president I was appointed 
chairman of the Agncultural Stabilization and Conservation Service 
which is the highest rankmg agncultural post in the state by Reagan 
when he was elected president 

Did you have much of a relationship with Ronald Reagan"? 

I don t want to characterize that we were good friends but he knew 
who I was I knew who he was obviously and I worked with him on a 
vanety of activities from the time I was president I worked with Ed 
Rollins when Ed was his political Karl Rove at the time So I worked 
with him and his lieutenants quite a bit But did I spend an awful lot 
of time with Ronald Reagan*? No I did not 
And Ed Rollins was at that point Reagan s— 

He was a political—^whatever they call Karl Rove same job Chief of 
staff political chief of staff He was the Karl Rove of his day 
That must have been interesting for you to have Ed Rollins now be m 
that position and sort of a contact for you 
It was very helpful We worked together on a lot of issues when 
President Reagan first started I have had the opportunity to work with 
four Republican presidents and three Republican governors I say 
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Republican The reason I differentiate is because you work with 
Republicans different than you work with Democrats They look at 
you differently 

Fortunately in all the time I was m the legislature there was a 
Republican governor to offset the Democrat legislature so there was 
some counterbalance there But worlong with Ronald Reagan was 
very special because he was just a very special person is a very special 
person 

In your position and I didn t wnte down the title of the statewide 
agricultural— 

Agncultural Stabilization and Conservation Service ASCS are the 
imtials 

Any issues in particular that came up*? What role did you play*? 

That s the group that handles the federal farm programs for California 
and the conservation programs nprappmg streams for erosion control 
So there wasn t anything unique in my tenure there That was a 
committee of five and I met some great people there at that time that 
were also appointees of Reagan that I ve stayed friend with since 
Can you identify those people‘s 

Gary Dyer was in the fraternity with me I hired him as executive 
director for the ASCS and he s since gone on to be head of the 
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Federal Farm Credit for Anzona and Southern Califorma Charlie 
Matthews‘S No I guess not Was Charlie on there or net's I think he 
came after I was there Mike Chnsman who was on the ASCS board 
with me was from Tulare County was my third chief of staff and our 
families are very old friends and helped me get elected helped me 
win Tulare County he and his fanuly He was on the ASCS board 
with me and went on to be chairman after I left when I won the 
legislative race in 82 

In terms of the work with streams was this committee at all related to 
the State Water Committee's 
No 

They were very different's 
Two separate committees 

Then there are other Central Valley legislators at the time Ken 
Maddy Jim Costas Zenovich 
Benue Sisk 

Did you become more—^what s the word—sociable with these people's 
Did you have more interaction with them's it seems like there are a 
number of political figures from the Central Valley coming out at this 


time 
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Obviously I had relationship with all of them I knew them all I 
worked with all of them Some of them were more contemporary of 
mine than others But for the most part in the Valley here the 
Republicans and Democrats have kind of worked together over the 
years So in those days when it gets down to issues I mean you deal 
with the issues you don t deal with parties 
I guess what I m trying to say is do you see yourself as part of the 
Central Valley group‘d 

Oh sure Sure I do yes Probably more so now It s gotten to be 
more partisan over the years Poor to the time of the latter part of the 
seventies it was much more bipartisan although very contentious 
fights but it was pretty much separated It wasn t a personal fight 
between individuals m parties It was pretty much a fight on the 
issues and then you Well I lost that one you move on 
What are your impressions of the legislature when you get there*? 

It was contentious The Assembly was contentious It always has 
been It was ruled by Willie Brown who was very aggressive and 
pretty much single mmded as to what he wanted done He was a very 
good member Speaker He took care of the members of their needs 
per se but philosophically we were miles apart he and I and I 
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worked very hard not to be m a position where I owed Willie Brown 
anything 

Was that difficult*? 

It was difficult sure And over the years as I moved up I became 
Republican Leader and he was Speaker I fought with him on the 
reapportionment of 92 and we won that one and got a fair 
reapportionment for the first time I fought him on the Three Stnkes 
law that I wrote in 94 and got that passed even though he did not 
support it and getting anything out of Wilhe s house when he didn t 
support It was almost impossible 

Then the term limits obviously he would probably disagree but I 
think a good reason part of the reason for term limits is that Willie 
became so much in control of the process became so much the 
figurehead for people s finstration m a gerrymandenng 
reapportionment environment where only one party would rule The 
other party could never get a majonty You get that ngid kind of 
environment m the legislature and what happens is people get 
finstrated 

You asked what my opimon was m 82 Myopimonin 82 was 
we passed a gerrymander in 82 For a decade only the Democrats 
could win control of the legislature so your Republicans start thi nkin g 
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about not broad policy initiatives because they have no control they 
just think about who could be a Minority Leader because that s the 
only thing you can control You get one vote on the budget that you 
really have an impact on a year and consequently a lot of problems 
are related to that 

But I think that the legislature basically manifested itself m a term 
limited environment that was brought upon by people s frustration 
with Willie Brown If we d have had a fair reapportionment m 82 
where both parties could have won and lost I don t think we would 
have ever seen term limits because there would have been a 
changeover and people would have had the opportunity to vent their 
frustration As it was it was like putting a lid on a boiling pot 

People disagree with term limits and I understand that but if 
you re going to have a genymander legislature where only one party 
can win races then you d better have term limits to be able to change 
the dynamics otherwise you end up nght back where we were in 82 
with only one party being able to wm seats and only one party being 
able to be the Speaker 

That s interesting I hadn t actually thought about it that way but I m 
sure it s because I m not familiar with all the issues to that level But 
the terms limits was a reaction to the gerrymandering'^ 
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Yes and a reaction to Willie Brown who was the figurehead for the 
whole process at the time 

Before you came to the legislature did you have an idea of what 
Willie Brown was going to be like*^ 

Oh I think everybody knew Willie Brown He had a great following 
He was very flamboyant so he was a very colorful Speaker the 
manner in which he conducted himself and a great orator a very 
bnght individual 

But having said all that you couldn t get anything done in the 
legislature unless Willie blessed it The problem with that is is if you 
happen to be of the minonty party and you wanted to get something 
done beyond the very minimal distnct issues m a broader sense you 
couldn t get it done So m the final analysis he became an 
impediment to good government m California and remained that way 
m my opimon through the end of his tenure 
Did you realize it would be like that before you actually— 

Oh sure I don t know to the degree I knew Willie Brown by 
reputation Certainly it was a learning expen ence for me But the 
very command and control process of the Assembly at the time and 
lobbyists today will say Well great I wish we were back in the days 
of Willie Brown because you could get things done You probably 
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heard that from time to time The truth of the matter is that Wilhe 
made the trams run on time but most of the time they ran nght up their 
back 

And I would take this legislature environment where when in the 
eight years when I was secretary of state and the last four years as the 
only Republican statewide if I needed something done I d go get it 
done because I did not have to go to the Speaker to get approval I 
have friends on both sides of the aisle and most of my legislative 
victones as secretary of state especially in my second term came with 
measures on a bipartisan basis that were earned because people 
supported what I was trying to do 

Now that doesn t mean that I won every fight and it doesn t mean 
that the Democrats rolled over to a Republican It doesn t mean that 
It just means that there are relationships on which policy is built and 
being there so long and continuing to be there after everybody else was 
gone gave me an opportumty to work with some of these folks and to 
pass legislation 

So all I m saying I guess is that for someone in the executive 
branch like I was to be able to go m and do what you needed to get 
done you were better off to be able to do that in a process that did not 
have a strong Speaker than you were if you went over there and you 
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had to go see Willie to get it done because if you wanted to get it done 
with Willie it would cost you something In other words you have to 
pay a pnce personal price I m not talking about necessanly dollar 
pnce but personal pnce and that was something I was never prepared 
to do 

How was he able to become so powerful 
Just because he s so very bnght very articulate very commanding 
able to keep track of a lot of issues at the same time more 
knowledgeable on most issues than most of the other members 
Knowledge is like any environment is key And to some degree 
members would fall prey to asking his help and once you get into that 
then you owe him 

Over the years I was there I never asked him for anything so it 
was always a little bit of an edge with he and I because it was just a 
different environment than when I was Leader 

He would work very hard to get me to go along with different 
things and we would agree on some issues We d work together on 
some issues but on the broader issues that I felt were nght for 
California I would just say what I thought because I didn t care 
whether I stayed as Leader or not I took the job to get the 
reapportionment done m 92 because I felt it could be done should be 
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done properly for once and then I was leaving So I guess he didn t 
have sway over me because I never needed the job and I think that s 
the difference 

Did you sense that he wanted you to ask him for favors'^ 

Oh sure yeah The only time after I had left the Leader in my last 
year in office I had already passed Three Stnkes and I was getting 
ready to leave I had an office on the sixth floor and I had the director 
of Water Resources m there talking to him about somethmg It was 
pounng ram outside All of a sudden I had a leak in my roof started 
dnpping on the fellow sitting on the couch the director of Water 
Resources 

I walked over to the phone and I called the Speaker s office I 
said Youknow I maformer Republican Leader The least you 
could do is give me an office that doesn t leak I told the staff 
Would you send somebody up here to fix this leak in my rooP 

And I hung up the phone I hadn t walked around the desk and 
Willie was coming through the door looking at that leak saying I m 
going to get that thing fixed nght now [laughter] I mean that was 
just how he was Thatwasjusthowhe was even after all those years 
So I m just saying he was very good at making sure that he took care 
of the members concerns but you needed to make sure that you never 
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needed it too badly I did that more of a joke because I was on my 
way out and I d never really asked him for anything 
He wanted to make sure he was the one 

Yes he wanted to make sure before I left that I knew that he had taken 
care of the problem 

Anything dunng your first year*? In 83 California Journal 
recogmzes you as the Legislative Rookie of the Year Overall what 
are you doing dunng the first year*? How do you become acclimated 
to the legislature*? What are you learning*? 

I had very good staff that had good expenence I had friends Bob 
Naylor was the Republican Leader at the time and I worked with him 
I made an effort to go through the book on the lobbyist book and meet 
all the different lobbyists that represented different mterests so I would 
get to know them on a first name basis not to necessarily raise money 
from them but to find out who they were and who they represented 
and which of those groups were in my distnct and which ones I knew 
I could really count on for good information and some that maybe I 
couldn t So I spent my time doing that 

Setting up a chairman m each of my communities because we 
went from the campaign where I had a campaign chairman in each of 
my commumties to what we called a commumty chairman who stayed 
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with me after I d won the election and they would give me feedback 
fi'om the different communities as to what I was doing or what was 
happening or what have you 
Who are your pnncipal advisors at that point*? 

Bob Jenmngs had managed my campaign my first one 
The 82 one*? 

He d worked m the 76 one He worked in the other one too the one I 
won Dalton I talked to Dalton quite a bit Agam some of the 
legislators I had a fellow who s a freshman with me at the office 
next door Chuck Bader He was the assemblyman from Ontano 
Pomona area He d just been mayor down there He was elected as a 
freshman 

Do you recall the spelling on that*? 

BADER Our freshman class was quite a notable class Gray 
Davis Tom Hayden Steve Peace who s the new finance director 
Gary Condit names that people know who they are now Jack 
O Connell who s the supenntendent of public construction But we 
all came in at the same time in the same class 
Tom Hayden for example do you interact with him*? 
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JONES I mean I did over the years Tom and I obviously were on different 

sides I first ran into Tom when he came to make a speech at Fresno 
State when I was student body president 
CASTANEDA That must have been interesting 
JONES An antiwar speech so that was an expenence 

CASTANEDA So what do you think when you re m the legislature at the same time*? 
JONES Tom we were freshmen together so we used to go play he and his 

son we d play basketball All the freshmen would get together out at 
the Highway Patrol Academy Monday night and play basketball just 
because again back m those days there wasn t a whole lot for the 
freshmen to do So we spent some tune socializing among the 
freshmen 

I got to know Tom I like Tom I disagreed with h im 
philosophically on almost everything but we spent what almost 
twelve years in the legislature together and you can t do that without 
generating some relationships with the different people 
CASTANEDA Let me go ahead and switch the tapes 
[End Tape 1 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 2 Side A] 

CASTANEDA You also mentioned Gray Davis who was a freshman the same year 


Did you meet him early on*^ 
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Oh yeah We met in December of 82 when we all went up there to 
be sworn in He had a fundraiser the first week We were all joking 
about the fact that we hadn t been in office but two weeks and he was 
having a fundraiser because he was set on bemg governor 
Now we know why 

You ve got to give him credit He was focused on what he wanted to 
do Of course as I said repeatedly in my campaign against him Gray 
always wanted to be governor but he never wanted to govern and 
there s a difference between those two things 

So sure I met him and he was part of the class but without getting 
into a lot of the political politics of the governor s race but even then 
back in those days Willie always had his votes counted I think there 
was thirty three of us and whatever the balance was the Dems Willie 
always had a lifeboat for three or four of his conservative Democrats 
on issues that he thought might give him trouble m their distncts but 
Gray was not one of them Gray came from a very liberal Beverly 
Hills distnct Democrat distnct and pretty safe on any vote for a 
Democrat 


Willie used to get upset because oftentimes he would say Cast a 
vote and Gray wouldn t cast a vote because he s being very cautious 
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and deliberate And over time because he was on the track wanted to 
make sure that he was going to be elected governor 
Is It easier to say that in hindsight or are people actually at the time 
saying He s really strategizmg 

No I think everybody knew when he left chief of staff and Jerry 
Brown that he was on a focused mission to be governor And again 
he s not the only one Every legislator there probably felt that they 
should be governor but he was very dnven very methodical and 
you ve got to give him credit for that But getting the job and doing 
the job are two different things 
Then also you ve got Jim Costa and Ken Maddy 
Yes 

What are your impressions of them or have you worked with them*^ 
Well Ken had gone on to the Senate by the time I got there So Jim 
had run the campaign for Leeman as a staff person the year he beat me 
in 76 so Jim had already been to the legislature a couple years when I 
got there And imtially obviously I was a little as one might 
expect—he ran the campaign that beat me and so I was sensitive 
about that But over the years we got to be very good friends We 
worked on a host of issues over the years together I always was able 
to work with Jira on the basis of what the distnct needed 
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Rusty Areias came m the same class that I came in and Rusty and 
I had been friends m leadership years before So Rusty was always 
trying to play peacemaker between Jim and I and he would always kid 
us about that 

So my relationship with Jim got better over the years as we did 
more business together on the district issues and after a while I think 
we didn t pay much attention We each had to do our Republican 
Democrat shtick as necessary but on the issues again we both come 
from the background him from Berme Sisk and me from watching 
Ken Maddy where you just got the business done You always got the 
business done So the party labels didn t mean again as much back 
then I don t think 

As far as Ken Maddy goes again he was always a joker always 
kidding He was very well hked much more glib than I was I was 
much more senous He used to give me a bad time about that all the 
time But he was first rate knew his business very well and we were 
good friends 

Did he set an example m a sense for you*^ 

No question yeah no question Howard Way who was the senator 
from Tulare County and he was Pro Tern of the Senate was another 
one great gentleman But Ken was just so bnght I remember in 92 
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when I was Leader and we had the big budget fight m 92 similar to 
the one they re having now Pete Wilson Ken Maddy Pete Willie 
Brown myself and David Roberti we spent all summer working on 
the budget sitting in the governor s office line by line Those four 
others were so sharp and knew so much more about everything than I 
knew at the time that I would have to do so much preparation getting 
ready for those meetmgs and those fellows had been there and they 
knew and they also had a relationship that I was kind of new to So I 
learned a tremendous amount about the budget about the process 
Ken and Willie had a very special relationship great respect 
between them So it was a tough situation That thing went on clear 
into September so it wasn t like it was a love fest where everybody 
just got along or where everybody just said Okay fine since you re 
my fiiend we re gomg to do it your way That was not the way it 
was I held out on the budget We held out on the budget 
111 always remember that budget In September end of 
September walking out of our caucus there off the floor we had a 
caucus budget caucus and Willie comes walking out of his caucus 
Finally he says Okay fine You get the votes for the budget 
because I wouldn t give on the budget some budget issues You get 
the votes And no budget had ever gone off the floor without Willie 
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putting the votes together because the Democrats had always 
controlled the legislature 

Obviously I didn t have enough Republicans Besides this was a 
combination of a lot of things a lot of people didn t want And so on 
that budget I ended up putting the votes together for it And Willie 
begrudgingly helped because in the final analysis you had to have 
more Democrats than Republicans and he knew that 

But the point was it was not an easy process But those folks were 
all very knowledgeable m the budget and they had the great 
relationships between them 
That was— 

That was 92 
Is this the Big Five*? 

Big Five Right 
Impressions of Dave Roberti*^ 

David was very quiet He was sharp but was not—^when you re 
sitting there Willie Brown was very flamboyant Ken Maddy was very 
glib very bnght and David did not come across that way but David 
had been around a long time he knew his busmess and he knew his 
caucus So when he said something about what he could do and what 
he couldn t do he could usually deliver 
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Probably the most contentious caucus was always the Assembly 
Republican caucus which I represented and so it was always a 
challenge for me going into those meetings because you d never know 
exactly how your caucus was going to react to something that you did 
and you re always only two or three votes away from getting fired 
anyway 

And then we d sit in those caucus meetings off the floor of the 
Assembly for hours gomg over these budget issues after I d come 
back from these Big Five meetings And Ken Maddy would walk by 
he d flip the door open and he d say something to just upset the whole 
caucus and he d go off laughing Then he d shut the door and leave 
the mess with me Butthat wasjust the way it was I mean he was 
senior I was junior but we all had a lot of respect for him because he 
knew the issues 

There s no substitute It isn t necessary that you have to be as 
smart as everybody else because not everyone is but you need to 
know You need to do your homework you need to know your 
issues you need to know what you can do you need to know how far 
you can go and you need to know where your votes are If you can t 
come to those meetings with those elements you ought not to show up 
at all You d better just stay home And in that environment where 
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you re trying to negotiate for all the folks you have to have the 
knowledge on the issues 

So that was real big test for me m 92 because I stepped up from 
just a member to being in that environment with those people for six 
months and they were all very bnght people Pete Wilson you never 
walked into a meeting with Pete Wilson that you didn t know that Pete 
Wilson knew what he wanted to come out of the meetmg with You 
didn t always agree with it and I didn t always agree with it but I 
think for the most part you pretty much knew that when you walked 
in and sat down he had a mission 

And that s very important because California is a strong governor 
form of government It s not a weak governor form of government 
So if you don t have a chief executive that knows precisely what he or 
she wants to do the whole process goes around m a circle You can t 
replace that with a strong Speaker or a strong Pro Tern The system 
just doesn t work that way Certainly Willie had power and Willie 
could dnve a process but the governor makes the final decision 
What role did Pete Wilson play in these meetings in terms of actually 
interacting with people*^ Is he expressmg his point of view*? Is he 
letting other people work out the details'^ 
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No Pete always had a pretty strong point of view That s why I say 
when you walked m there you knew what he wanted Now then you 
have to maybe wrestle over that but no he was always pretty clear 
about what he wanted 

And of course part of the reason I ended up m that job was 
because we ended up in a situation where we were at loggerheads not 
unlike they are today At that time we had a Republican governor not 
a Democrat governor so the dynamics were a little different But 
that s the reason why I stepped up because of that and 
reapportionment 

I had run a couple times and lost as Leader I think because of the 
frustrations m the caucus on the budget and on concerns on 
reapportionment that I was able to put the votes together at that time 
But it was the budget fi^t over 92 that was really the challenge 
What did you all recogmze as the causes of that budget cnsis*^ 
Pnmanly it was the defense mdustry cutbacks I mean it really hit 
California disproportionately And what happened too in the 
eighties was we had gone through a penod where only Democrats had 
run everything The bureaucracy the workers comp[ensation] cost 
the cost of domg busmess just like nght now have just skyrocketed 
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and businesses were walking out coupled with the defense industry 
cutbacks The budget was going down 

So you had to make some fundamental structural changes m the 
curve of government which is up on cost If you didn t make those 
you probably were gomg to not be able to resolve the long term spread 
on revenues versus expenditures 

But at the same time that you made the structural changes you had 
to lay an aggressive agenda out to be able to promote new jobs Pete 
Wilson talked Peter Uebeiroth into putting together a competitive 
mixed council We laid out an agenda Among those things was a 
reduction of workers comp costs and all these other things So the 
precise time to get reforms is when the times are the worst One of the 
biggest problems they have and one of the biggest missed 
opportunities after the last election last November is that there is no 
real effort to lead a job creation program that runs parallel to a 
restructunng of government You ve got to do both at the same time 
because if you don t then the people that make the decisions to 
generate jobs are all of a sudden leaving Califorma Once they start 
making those decisions to leave it takes a long time to recover from 
that And I don t think this administration m this environment has 


done that like we did in 92 
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So in 92 you ve got bases closing and the contractors are having to 
cut back 

Right and at that time the state was really big on aerospace defense 
industry and that was huge m Southern California Itjust wiped it out 
Yes and even in Sacramento you can see that the three bases 
Huge Long term you work through those things But the short term 
pain IS very big 

The issue of borrowing money from the pension funds was also a 
contentious issue Does that play mto these discussions with the Big 
Five at alP 

Yes I mean there were a lot of issues We had the warrant issue on 
cash We had the interagency borrowing issue We had the special 
funds issue We had the Prop 98 issue We had every issue And 
that s why I say that that expenence you were dealing with all those 
issues every day and gluing them together m a way that you could get 
the votes commensurate with getting a deal done And at the same 
time [with] Pete Wilson we were doing this job creation so all those 
issues were running at the same time 

And a deal finally was—I mean you got the vote you got it passed 
Got it passed 
But were you— 
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Pleased with it'? 

Yes It was a compromise wasn t it*? 

It was a compromise No I wasn t pleased with it If I d been 
governor I wouldn t have done it that way I would have done it 
differently I think but myjob as Republican Leader was to put the 
votes together for the governor s package at that time m order to close 
the deal We did about seven billion in taxes and seven billion m cuts 
It wasn t my choice but you ve got to decide what your role is here 
and if you can t deliver on your role then you need to get out of the 
way and let somebody else do it 

Of course it s easier—^I don t know what they 11 end up doing this 
year but now you ve got the Republicans on one side and the 
Democrats have all the seats including the governor s office so it s a 
different dynamic than what it was back in 92 But no it was not an 
easy solution and to some degree the fact that I put that deal together 
and lined up the votes has probably plagued me in my career with 
some of the more conservative Republicans But at the time that was 
the deal that was sponsored by our governor and in order to close the 
deal and move on somebody had to do it So I think that it was still at 
the time probably the nght thing to do but it was not the deal I would 
have done if I was governor 
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Who were some of your most vocal critics for having helped do what 
you needed to do*^ 

Ross Johnson who I had taken out as Leader Tom McClmtock who 
was still up there was very vocal in opposition to this deal Dick 
Mountjoy who was a senator and who has retired since There s a lot 
of people that were of different opmions 
What would these people have rather had"? 

I have no clue I think that for the most part they would liked to have 
just seen cuts and you can make an argument as I think Newt 
Gingnch tned to do in 94 or 92 whenever it was just close the 
whole thing down But it doesn t work that way You have to 
compromise to some degree 

But you need to get more and what we got was a reformed 
workers comp system We got bills passed like the one I earned that 
said before any regulation will be passed in California that puts 
California business at a disadvantage to other states there has to be a 
heanng Because what happens is especially the Democratic Party 
with all due respect the liberals they do not think that this onerous 
regulation over time costs anything And what you re going to see 
and you re seemg it now is workers comp for example has 
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ballooned again it s become onerous and it s going to dnve 
businesses out of the state 

So what we did was require these bills to be part of the solution in 
order to get the votes So you have to do both at the same time And I 
don t see any of the promotion of the business and jobs in what s 
happenmg and that s the biggest drawback to the current environment 

If I was up there if I d have been elected governor last time I 
would have put on the table last December a jobs program and I d 
have made the budget process parallel and to some degree secondary 
to the jobs program in order to generate the nght attitude among the 
business conimumty to give them some hope that we were going to 
reduce the workers comp cost that we were going to reduce 
legislation that they ought to stay here and generate jobs 

Then in order to get the votes for the budget you require the 
Democrats to put up the votes for the changes in the regulations that 
keep jobs here And that was never done and I think that was a real 
opportunity missed over the last six months 

I d like to come back to that later but if I could Do you recall the bill 
number for the bill regarding not passing regulation that puts 
California busmesses at disadvantage*? 
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Yes I rattled that number off a lot when I was running for governor 
and I forget the number now 
I can find it but if you— 

Nme somethmg I don t remember 
Okay I can find it 

I think It was passed in the 92 93 session something like that 
So again you re m a situation where you re between the governor and 
some of the conservative members of the Republican Party Is this 
something that you worry about or are you just focused on getting the 
budget passed*? 

Oh I knew that was a nsk but that s part of the job I took the job so 
you do the job and you can t worry about that long term As I said 
probably it had an impact on my career as I went along but at the time 
it was what had to be done 

All the rest of this stuff there s only one thing that matters is 
California You do the job for California The rest of this is just what 
happens around that around the edges You do the best you can to 
keep California gomg forward and the basic things that people care 
about are public safety education and jobs Penod All the rest of the 
stuff that we talk about as politicians to the average person they think 
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IS our problem Take care of public education cnminal justice and 
jobs Penod And don t tax any more than you have to 

If you do that and leave them alone they re reasonably happy 
because most Californians like most Amencans they don t like 
government We re all part of the crew that threw the tea off the ship 
in the Boston harbor We don t like government It s a necessary evil 
So what you have to do is be able to understand the difference there 
and when you have to heavy lifting you ve got to get it done 
[End Tape 2 Side A] 
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[Session 2 June 25 2003] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side A] 

CASTANEDA Today s date is June 25 and we re continuing our oral history 
interview with Mr Bill Jones in Fresno California 

What I d like to do is go back and do a little more on the 
Assembly and then we 11 move into secretary of state I had a few 
other things on my outline and I m not sure of the dates of some of 
these but at some point I think you were involved in saving Amtrak 
service for Fresno 

JONES Amtrak was just begiiming to be looked at as a means of 

transportation In the eighties we were looking at the problem of 
transportation up and down the Valley with additional highways and 
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Amtrak seemed to be a viable alternative if we could get it off the 
ground At that time you had to be at 50 percent of fare box in order 
to get It to go otherwise it wouldn t get funded It was a number 
formula that the federal government had 
Fare box'^ 

Yes fare box meant you had to have 50 percent of the cost would 
cover from the ndership Then the federal government would 
subsidize the difference So we had to get the 50 percent of fare box 
IS what we called it at the time So this is really one of the first 
projects Jim Costa and I worked on together He was very involved in 
rail So he and I teamed up on that to try and keep Amtrak in the 
Valley and we were successful The Amtrak is here today because the 
fact is that we got over the hump back in the mid eighties otherwise 
we d have lost it and it d gone someplace else 
On that subject what are your thoughts on high speed rail up and 
down the Central Valley*^ 

I think long term it has ment but I think again what we should be 
doing and what I proposed when I was runmng for governor is to take 
and use the same system that the people in Washington State have 
used called the Talgo trams from Spam which can go a third faster on 
the conventional rail and are much better cars If we did that we d 
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improve the efficiency we d do a better service for the people at a 
fraction of the cost So we need to put the Talgo system in place m 
California 

To some degree I think the state needs to step up and do that and 
we could do that with very little money and we d improve the 
ndership dramatically If you go to Washington State and you nde 
their system up there it s the same system that we could put m here 
and there hasn t been any leadership to do it 

So if I was in a position to be governor—and that s the case I made 
on the transportation—I would support long term but the cost of high 
speed rail is so extensive and so high and so long term that you could 
deliver much better service in a short time at a fraction of the cost and 
the public would love it with the Talgo system 
So they go what fifty miles an hour‘s 
They go close to a hundred 
Oh close to a hundred*? Wow 

Yeah They re a third or so faster than the current system with no 
change in the rail So these trams go fifty or sixty or seventy they go 
that much faster 

I saw reference also to Pacific Coast horseracing event 


CASTANEDA 
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It was the quarter horse racing association roundup Willie Brown 
used to do this team pemung deal where the legislators sponsored by 
some of the different horse groups we d go out to the fairgrounds 
there in Sacramento and we d do a team pemung which is where you 
get a couple people and they go and they split cattle away from other 
cattle and then they pen them up That s a competition event in 
rodeos 

Willie had some relationships with Cal Expo so they sponsored us 
and we did this every year Rusty of course Rusty Areias and I were 
both raised doing that so we used to win I have a whole stnng of 
buckles from those events that I have framed on the wall now And it 
was a big joke because Willie usually had it set up where Willie would 
get to his turn and he d have the other people working with him would 
be professionals so he d always win So it was kind of a joke But 
Rusty and I came m and we beat him and he wasn t happy about it 
And we made a big deal about it on the floor of the legislature 
And he was from Texas too 

Originally but no I don t think he did any of this And he liked 
horses but obviously he made sure that he had the best with him the 
best horses the best people That s just the way he set it up 


CASTANEDA It sounds fun but he took it very senously*^ 
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He took it senously because he always won When we beat him when 
I beat him and I beat him repeatedly that was another reason why our 
relationship was a little different I mean it was all in good—but 
again Three Strikes and reapportionment the budget fight we did a 
lot of busmess And with me I don t know that he won as many as he 
would have liked to 

Looking over some of the bills that you authored there were quite a 
few on tax related issues I noticed 

I served on the Rev and Tax Committee when I was a fi-eshman for a 
term and so a lot of the bills I earned in my first year or two in the 
House came fi'om constituencies that needed help in the taxation area 
I see Were you on other committees dunng your first couple of 
years'^ 

Yes I was on the Labor and Employment Committee which was a 
tough committee I mean that was a committee a lot of freshmen got 
put on because it was very liberal labor dominated committee 
obviously and it was very difficult to get much done as a Republican 
and usually you just voted no on a lot of issues 

The chairman of that committee was Dick Floyd at the time who 
was a very colorful legislator He and I went around and around and 
over a penod of time I ended up I was vice chairman of that 
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committee for a penod of time Overtime we got to be friends even 
though he was very cantankerous but we got to be friends over time 
and it was a good expenence for me 

What happened was so often in those type of committees the labor 
imions voted one way and the Republicans voted another and there 
was never any compromise I earned the first flextime bill dunng that 
time which I lost repeatedly Pete Wilson finally got that instituted a 
few years ago through the executive order and then it was kicked out 
by [Gray] Davis when he came in Flextime allows people to adjust 
their work hours with their employer without going into overtime 
hours so you could do four tens instead of five eights It worked 
really well for mothers that wanted three days off and this kind of 
thing Well the unions didn t like it all unless you negotiated it 
through a labor contract 

I had tned to get that and again that was one of items of flexibility 
that we needed in California Other states have it and we don t have it 
now But I had a great expenence working those committees 

What other committees'^ I was on [the] Natural Resources 
Committee with Byron Sher as chairman Tom Hayden Richard Katz 
Lloyd Connelly All these were very liberal members but most of 
them were pretty bnght very sharp and very strong opponents I 
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mean they were great to debate They knew their stuff and especially 
Lloyd Connelly who s a judge in Sacramento now very bnght So 
we worked in that committee 

Then I earned the first safe dnnking water legislation in early 
eighties for California before the feds had done anythmg I lost that m 
86 a couple times In 88 maybe I did work with Byron Sher to 
come up with a bill that I ended up co authonzmg which was the Safe 
Dnnking Water Act for California which was passed in the mid 
eighties 

That provided for limiting contaminants in water or do you remember 
the provisions of that‘s 

What it did was there was a maximum contaminant level There was 
an actual contaminant level There were defimtions m the law that 
were very technical and it made a big difference as to how this 
language was drafted I was very adamant about the language bemg 
drafted in such a way that allowed enough flexibility and did not end 
up dnvmg the cost of water punfication to such a high level based on 
a part per tnllion of something that wasn t going to make any 
difference 

So I was very focused on having the water be safe for the 
consumer but also having the language be clear enough so that it 
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didn t go to court and then all of a sudden the number got to be 
ridiculous and that could never be achieved without some hugely 
expensive charcoal filtration which the communities couldn t afford 
So anyway we got into quite a debate over that 

It s about the time that Prop[osition] 65 was passed and I debated 
Tom Hayden quite extensively on that Prop 65 on the basis of the 
thousandfold safety factor in Prop 65 which put an awful lot of items 
on the list of toxins based on the thousandfold safety factor which was 
the only place in the world this was used The number was so 
extravagant because what happened was over the time technology 
allowed us to look at smaller and smaller and smaller and smaller find 
things all over the place Well at some point you ve got to say Well 
wait a minute Enough 

You can t achieve a practical solution to something where there s 
not a problem just because you can find something So Hayden and I 
had a great debate over that But anyway that was about the time that 
we went through those huge debates on those kinds of issues dnnkmg 
water Prop 65 and what have you 

Hayden s position was basically if you can measure it there s 


something there and you should— 



78 


JONES 


Pretty much anythmg anytime anyplace anywhere And I don t 
want to misrepresent Tom s position because Tom and I are friends 
but there was a real unwillingness to step forward and frame the debate 
m a way that put parameters on it that were reasonable It s so much 
easier 

That s the problem you have with the legislature It s so much 
easier to wnte these laws that are so broad that they re left to the 
bureaucracy of the attorneys or the courts to determine what the intent 
of the legislature was And the costs on these things are just huge So 
that s what again puts Califorma at a dramatic disadvantage 

Policymakers are supposed to step forward and say Look this is 
okay and this is not and take the heat for that But so many of the 
very extreme liberals say everything is—if you can find it and it s bad 
you get nd of it Well they have no framework on what that costs to 
do that 

Consequently I struck the middle ground and I was in the heat of 
that debate for years It never bothered me because I was always 
concerned about safety too But they would always attack you 
because if you d make a case many of the extreme liberals goal was 
if they saw you making a case that was believable and based on 
science they would shoot the messenger In other words they would 
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attack the messenger destroy the credibility of the messenger 

therefore the message is not true And I fought that over a long penod 

of time and won some lost some in that process 

In terms of labor I think some of the labor bills related to agncultural 

labor 

Um hmm 

And from your perspective of being a rancher and having employees 
in that business it probably gives you more knowledge than a lot of 
legislators but how do you approach those issues'? For example 
making sure buses are safe 

Right Usually what happens is that everybody brings some 
expenence to the process from their own personal background and 
that s helpful because the composite amount of that expenence is 
drawn upon by the totality of the membership to make decisions and 
you learn over time which members know what they re talking about 
on what issues And if they get up and speak on an issue then 
obviously that has ment 

My background was agnculture I worked on issues that 
surrounded agnculture People knew that They knew I knew 
something about the issue And the rules pretty much were you 
certainly had an ability to legislate on agnculture Just because I was 
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m agnculture didn t preclude me from voting on agncultural issues 
The only situation you had like that was if it only affected you then 
you would recuse yourself But if it affected the genenc industry it 
was fine 

So again I think I had over time developed some expertise in 
agnculture water resource issues eventually cnme and because of 
that members hstened to a greater degree at what you have to say 
based on what you ve done 

I don t remember the date on this but there was a bill related to I 
believe it was discouragmg development of hydroelectnc small 
hydroelectnc facilities'^ 

Yes there was an effort at mid eighties to put small hydros on a bunch 
of streams in the mountains and I opposed that pnmanly because of 
the quantity of power you were denving from that versus the damage 
to the environment was not a fair tradeoff in my opinion at that time 
So I opposed that 

Now I supported hydroplants I supported big facilities where you 
could generate a tradeoff power versus environmental mitigation But 
putting small ones all over the west side of the Sierras didn t seem to 


me to make sense 
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It seems like that blocks off a lot of streams too and that was causing 
a problem for some people 
Umhmm Yes nght 

I wanted to ask you about this because it was early on in the AIDS 
crisis There was a bill that dealt with the issue of disclosure over 
whether a patient had AIDS or not I know there were a lot of letters 
from doctors saying it wasn t fair for people who were infected with 
this disease 
Not to let them know 

But that was I think the only medical related bill that I saw early in 
your file so I wanted to ask about it 

I didn t do a lot of medical bills That was Ken Maddy Ken Maddy 
was such an expert m that arena that I spent my time in areas where he 
didn t spend his time That way we could cover more ground for the 
community and for the distnct and for the Valley So that was very 
seldom I earned a healthcare bill as I recall 

I had the first work fair what ended up being GAIN which ended 
up being welfare reform I earned the first bill on the pilot program 
for the four counties in the Central Valley Eventually that bill got 
rolled into the statewide bill that became the GAIN program m 
Califorma with Art Agnos who used to be the San Francisco mayor 
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We worked together on that in the eighties But very few medical 
bills 

When you carry a bill when you author a bill do you sometimes do 
that—and this is sort of a general question about assemblymen If you 
get a number of letters on the same subject from different people 
would that maybe spark you to sponsor something^ 

Oh it might Usually what happened m those days there was not a 
limit on the number of bills you could carry Today there s a limit in 
each house per year But back then we tried to balance the bills We 
did not have a target that we wanted twenty or thirty bills a year We 
had a number that we would hold we would try to stay under I think 
was fifteen or so If necessary twenty maybe if necessary But if it 
didn t it wasn t We didn t do it It wasn t necessary for us to have a 
huge amount of legislation 

In the eighties a large number of my bills got signed In the 
mneties m the early mneties it was a little harder Because I was 
Republican Leader I didn t carry as much If there was a distnct 
issue It went in legislation That was a little different from a generic 
bill for the whole mdustry m the state Or another category might be a 
bill that the admmistration or one of the branches of the administration 
bnngs to you to carry 



83 


CASTANEDA 


So you ve really got those three categones The distnct bill you 
would pretty much bnng your own people up You would be dealing 
with a problem m the district Usually you were fairly successful with 
those Willie didn t pay a lot of attention He would give you some 
flexibility on the district bills 

In the bills that were mdustry bills they took on a whole different 
environment because there were a lot of people affected by that and 
you get a lot of outside mput In the admimstration bills they would 
bnng bills to authors that they thought could pass or had knowledge on 
the area that they had an interest in getting the bill passed and then 
they would service that bill I mean they would bnng the witnesses 
They would bnng the expertise to that 

So you really had the three categones and I would try to break it 
up What happens is you get down to the deadline administration s 
always got some bills that they need an author for So you always try 
to save a little space for that You always take care of your distnct 
bills And the ones m the middle you want to be careful otherwise 
you could take a lot of bills if you want And some members did But 
I was somewhere in the middle and was somewhat careful about the 
bills I earned 

In terms of distnct bills was there a lot of pressure on you*^ 
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No The truth is is that I always try to do the job for my people but I 
never lived and died over whether I was going to get elected next time 
I was not planning on staying in public life twenty years I was a 
fanner I never lived m Sacramento all the years that I served m 
twenty years and I probably could count on one hand the number of 
weekends I spent in Sacramento in twenty years I flew my own plane 
back forth It gave me a lot of latitude [Interruption phone call] 
Then you do run for reelection and of course you won 
Yes 

Who were you runmng against"^ I know you re not running against 

any Republicans 

You mean for the Assembly^ 

Yes in 1988 

I don t remember exactly There was an election in there someplace 

when I didn t have anybody running against me 

I think maybe that was it unopposed 

That might have been it Unopposed m both 

Then in 1991 you succeed Ross Johnson as Minority Leader 

Right 

Can you just descnbe that process how does it work*^ 
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Well I had run for Leader a couple times before and I d not been 
successful 91 92 Pete Wilson had just come in We ended up with 
a huge deficit because of what we talked about earlier the collapse of 
the defense industry and whatnot 

At the same time there was the reapportionment so you had the 
pressure of both of those coming together at the same time plus a need 
to try and wm legislative seats So there was a huge amount of money 
needed to be raised 

We got to the crisis point in the summer of 91 where not unlike 
where they are nght now Contrary to what the popular opinion was 
that Pete Wilson orchestrated my election as Republican Leader he 
didn t know anything about it 

I still had an interest I was thinking I was leaving after that I was 
only going to be there ten years There seemed to be a vacuum at the 
time on this cntical budget issue that I thought I could step m and fill 
The reapportionment there was a lot of frustration about that process 
And so I made an effort put the votes together and won the election 
by a vote or two The governor didn t know anything about it at the 
time It was a surpnse to everybody 

Before I had learned in the process that this is not a long involved 


process of taking out a Leader I mean you have to put it together 
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You ve got to do It You ve got to stnke while you have the votes 
and It has to be a fairly quick process So anyway that s what I did I 
got the votes got it done went on to put the votes together in the 
budget m 91 and the re^portionment m 91 and set up a fundraising 
process with the Leader in the Senate which was Ken Maddy at the 
time So at the time Maddy was Leader in the Senate I was Leader in 
the House so Fresno had a pretty good situation Central Valley did 
We raised about five or six million dollars fi-om the summer of 91 till 
this election in 92 between Pete Wilson Ken Maddy and myself for 
legislative races 

Now what happened was m 92 George [H ] Bush went down 
against Bill Clinton We ended up losing a seat and I said that myjob 
was to win seats not lose seats So when I lost a seat I just stepped 
down because I didn t get the job done even though it was Read my 
lips no new taxes and all that that President Bush had committed to 
and there was a lot of dissension among the Republicans about that 
change in position on the part of the president it didn t matter I was 
Leader so I lost a seat and so I didn t run for reelection m the fall of 
92 

What made Ross Johnson vulnerable when you succeeded him*? 
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Well I think the budget the inability to close the deal on the budget I 
don t fault Ross because he did not want to do what I did And I don t 
blame him I didn t want to do what I did either but when you have a 
governor of your party that s trying to solve the problem you either 
lead follow or get out of the way And that was my opinion at the 
time and so I felt that Ross was not going to do that 

Now was I happy with the deal*^ No I wasn t happy with the deal 
But when you take the job as Leader the job is to put the votes 
together for your governor or your president That s part of the 
responsibility Of course you still got to represent your district but 
you got to look at the broader picture You ve got to look at what s 
good for the state And m this state the governor dnves the process 
If he s your governor it s the only deal in town and that s how 
government works m California So I think probably without that 
cnsis of the budget I probably would not have had the votes to put the 
deal together 

I m sure that there was pressure not to raise taxes but with that 
magnitude of a deficit it s difficult 

It s difficult I was just reading in the paper this morning they re 
going through the same thing up there 


CASTANEDA Exactly 
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But the difference was that Pete Wilson had a plan to deal with this 
He had a jobs program with the Ueberroth commission We leveraged 
workers comp reform We leveraged a lot of things for the votes that 
we put up on the taxes I m not cnticizing what the fellows are doing 
up there now the ladies and men are doing in Sacramento They have 
their own circumstances It s different than what it was with us But 
our percentage of deficit of the budget was just as large as theirs I 
mean we had a fourteen billion dollar deficit on a fifty sixty billion 
dollar budget It s no different percentage than what they re dealing 
with now 

But you have to be very aggressive and Davis has not been 
aggressive He hasn t been aggressive on anyttung And one thing 
about California if you re governor you cannot be timid Whatever 
you do you have to do very aggressively you have to do very focused 
and you have to do m a large way because California demands large 
solutions The public doesn t hold it against you if you re too 
aggressive but they hold it against you if you re timid and I think 
that s where Davis failure has been 
Could you have stayed on as Minonty Leader*? 

Maybe Maybe I don t know I mi^t have I fought There was a 
constituency m my caucus that fought me the whole time I was 
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Leader So maybe But the truth was that again I had said tliat your 
job IS to hold seats or gam seats not lose seats And I felt that I had let 
the caucus down in not accomplishing that so there wasn t really any 
sense And besides my goal in life had not been to be Minonty 
Leader I told Willie Brown when I did the reapportionment he 
constantly argued with me I had thirty three Republicans He said 
111 give you thirty seven guaranteed seats and you 11 be Minonty 
Leader for life because I would have picked up five seats m that 
reapportionment in 92 no matter what happened 

And I told him no I said We re going to draw these distncts for 
once the way people work the way they go to school the way they 
live We re going to put two Assembly seats and a Senate seat Were 
going to make sense out of the process and the public s not going to 
get the short end of this deal this time 

Now in fairness to Willie the way they d always done it is draw 
it for the members that were there I told our caucus and under Pete 
Wilson s leadership clearly pushed hard on this that we were going 
to draw these distncts fairly And we did It was quite an involved 
process on that reapportionment We had a masters group We had 
our own lines We did the whole thmg 
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But the bottom line was Willie was trying to get me to cut a deal 
with him to go with his plan and ovemde Wilson s veto and we would 
have had an additional four or five seats The trouble is you never 
would have gotten the other three or four so you d have gone from 
thirty three or thirty two to thirty seven but you d have never gotten 
to forty one which is what s to some degree what we ve got now 
because of this reapportionment that s currently even though the 
leaders were in a very difficult position when they did this because 
they didn t have a Republican governor It s a totally different 
situation 

But it s going to be very difficult for us to get to a majonty m 
either house m this decade but our goal this time was we felt if you 
drew the lines fau*ly congressional and legislative that we would get 
our share of the seats And it proved to be the case We ve gotten the 
majority of seats m the Congress Ed Rollins has said without that 
reapportionment that we drew in 92 You never would have won the 
Congress in 94 

But the problem was the fhistration on all those issues is what led 
to my ability to wm the job and then because of the failure at the 
national level to capitalize on that reapportionment even though we 
ended up wmmng over time in 94 got the majonty m the Congress 
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and picked up a lot of seats in California the 92 election was not a 
good election for Republicans and I paid the pnce for that 
Were there some distncts that were more contentious than others in 
terms of redrawing the Imes*? Was there a particular distnct that was a 
problem*^ 

No because we didn t draw lines for members In fact I held all my 
caucus together against Willie and he put his plan up time and time 
again and we voted it down My members were given distncts m his 
plan that were safe distncts and they stayed with me and with 
Governor Wilson and three of them never came back the following 
election in 92 Because what happened was when the courts drew the 
lines fairly it threw some of the Republicans in the same distnct they 
ended up running against each other and two of them lost their seats 
So the effort there was to try and put a fair reapportionment in 
California in front of the mterests of the individual members even at 
the nskoflosing their seats and two of my members did who had 
voted with me against Willie turned around never came back because 
of that But Cahfomia got a fair reapportionment for once 
Do you recall those members names'^ 

Tom Mays I think lost and I think Nolan Fnzzelle lost two members 


down in Southern Califonua 
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This sounds like another example of how Willie Brown was able to do 
the favors and get the payback 

And he was working hard to pull members away from me and my 
caucus but between the governor and myself we held them Again 
we got a fair reapportionment and if you look at the difference 
between the D and R makeup m the Congress m 91 versus 94 you 11 
see a huge difference in Republican seats in the state pnmanly 
because of that reapportionment 

You stepped down as Mmonty Leader You said there was a group of 
Republicans that you had a contentious relationship with Who were 
they*^ 

Pat Nolan Ross Johnson to some degree Jim Brulte although not to a 
great degree Tom McClmtock and I had differences over time even 
though all those folks are friends of mine But from the time I was 
elected there was what was perceived to be a more moderate group in 
the caucus and a more conservative group even though it was really a 
matter of not conservative versus liberal or moderate it was more a 
matter of who was m charge as it so oftentimes happens 

Dunng the time I was Leader there was constant effort to take me 
out as Leader So a lot of time was spent—and what happens with 
mmonty that don t have enough members to be a majority or have a 
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built in minonty status they spend all their time trying to figure out 
who gets to be Minority Leader rather than spending their time ever 
thinking about bemg Speaker because there s no way they can ever be 
Speaker So you end up with a lot of consternation in the minonty 
ranks because it s like king of the hill You can never get to the top 
hill so what do you do*^ You fight over the bottom hill which is who 
can be Republican Leader And that s where the differences were 
Now in all fairness I had run a couple times myself and had 
failed The opportumty in 91 I took again and served because of the 
budget reapportionment There was specific issues that brought the 
opportumty to me to deal with But having said that it is still very 
difficult to keep a mmonty together when they have no potential of 
ever being the majonty and that s what happened with the 
Republicans repeatedly over the past two decades 
So the contentiousness of your relationship with them was less about 
issues and more about— 

It was more about power who was in charge and I had differences 
with them on the process of the pnor—before Ross Pat Nolan s 
leadership We had a lot of differences m process and the way they 
approached the issues and what have you And I was not bashful 
about saying so 
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Could you explain some of those differences'^ 

Just the way they went about it It was always I supported Bob Naylor 
when he was Leader when I first got there Pat Nolan was on the other 
side so it started there and it kind of grew over time It was pnmanly 
about who was in charge There was a great big blowup m the late 
eighties about what was it the FBI came in You remember all that*? 
Yeah 

There was a difference of opinion between myself and some of the 
other members about how that process evolved which we thought 
never should have happened So that widened the nft to some degree 
Anyway but I was planning on leaving after 91 92 I was done and 
then Three Stnkes came along 

What was your view on why the FBI came in'? There was an issue of 
some sort 

There was an issue on how the—it was quite an mvolved process 
dollars for bills and votes and all that I was not involved in any of 
that but my concern was that because I was not in the leadership at the 
time I was just serving on committees like some of the other 
members but there was a lot of concern about the fact that this could 
even be happening We vented our frustration, and again that probably 
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added to the consternation and the differences between ourselves and 
some of the other members 

So when you stepped down as Minonty Leader got a couple more 
years— 

Yes a couple more years because I had stayed to finish the 
reapportionment About that time 93 Kimber Reynolds was killed 
Kimber was the daughter of a photographer in Fresno She was shot 
by a repeat felon in downtown Fresno I was approached by some of 
my constituents about the concept of a bill on repeat offenders Mike 
Reynolds who I met and through some of my other contacts wanted 
someone to carry a piece of legislation a very tough repeat offender 
bill 

I counseled them after looking at the concept that it was going to 
be veiy tough to get it through the Cnminal Justice Committee in 93 
There s a very tough committee—Tom Bates John Burton The 
committee was set up for bills like this not to get out and I counseled 
my constituents on that 

They wanted to go ahead anyway Mike had put a lot of time and 
effort had brought in judges and distnct attorneys and others to help 
craft a bill that was very simple and to the point So I agreed to carry 
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It and then I went after Jim Costa as a co author because we wanted it 
to be bipartisan but I was the pnncipal author 

So I put the bill m after drafting We worked with the attorney 
general s office to do some drafting on it and out of that came the 
Three Stnkes law which went before committee in 93 Mike 
Reynolds went up he testified and we lost the bill They were willing 
to water it way down way way down to nothmg and pass it and we 
said no We made it a two year bill in other words we held the bill 
and put it on a track to take it back up in January the following year 
Dunng that year you had the Mark Klaas—^Peggy Klaas wasn t 
It'? 

Polly Klaas 

Polly Klaas Correct You had the Polly Klaas case and you had 
some other cases and we in turn began the process of an initiative on 
It So we took the bill as it was drafted didn t change it at all and 
wrote an imtiative that was exactly like the bill So because a lot of 
the legislators that had been reticent about supporting the bill 
particularly in the Public Safety Committee they came under a lot of 
heat from talk radio up and down Califorma A lot of heat probably 
as much heat as I d seen directed at legislators So it sensitized them 
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We got support for the initiative Since I wouldn t allow the 
members to amend the bill they couldn t support the initiative and not 
support the bill So the bill from the time I started and then when I 
took It up in January of 94 all the way through till March I wouldn t 
amend it and it s very unusual for a member not to be willing to 
amend a bill But I knew ifl amended it I already had all these people 
supporting the initiative They would be able to say Well the 
initiative is different than the bill And I wasn t going to allow them 
that latitude and so really we used the initiative to bootstrap the bill 
through the legislature and the pressure at the time to get it passed and 
got it signed and it took off took effect in March and then the 
imtiative was passed by 70 percent of the public in November 
CASTANEDA Let me go ahead and switch 
[End Tape 3 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side B] 

CASTANEDA Why was there not more support*^ It doesn t seem like a bill that 
people would not support 

JONES There s just a constituency m the legislature whether you talk about 

the death penalty or Three Stnkes or what have you that do not 
believe that deterrence stops cnme More importantly than that there 
was a group clearly on the Public Safety Committee that felt that way 
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even to a greater degree and it was set up that way It s philosophical 
to some extent 

But having said that that s not unusual to have Willie set 
committees up where you could have some of the Democrats be able 
to vote for their districts on a bill like Three Strikes with a yes but we 
were always short a vote being able to close the deal because the 
majonty of the committee would be very liberal members that did not 
support something like Three Stnkes And it was usually because of 
what I just stated 

Did your family know the Reynolds family at the time*? 

No I met him at the beginning of this process but did not know him 
before 

Then you wrote a book together 

Right We wrote a book after it was all done which was Three Stnkes 
and You re Out Obviously the Three Stnkes law has taken on 
national attention It just so happens about that time in 94—in 
December of 93 I was leaving the legislature so I did not plan on 
running again March Fong Eu who had been the secretary of state 
for a long time was appointed to be the ambassador to Micronesia by 
Bill Clinton so her lieutenant was bnd of the acting secretary Tony 
Miller And this was a job I had served on the Ways and Means 
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Committee for a number of years which is the administrative 
subcommittee of Ways and Means that does the oversight of different 
agencies and this was one of the ones I watched 

I just felt strongly that this job had not been done to the degree 
necessary that it could be done It could be better It had elections It 
had political campaign reporting It had business development 
corporate filing It had the history the archives It had a lot of the 
things that I had an interest in 

So I looked at it m December of 93 I made some phone calls 
about raising some money for this purpose and raised I don t know 
two or three four hundred thousand m December of 93 m preparation 
for looking at running for this And so I filed for secretary of state in 
thespnngof 94 and itjust so happens I was running for secretary of 
state at the same time as we were doing the Three Strikes deal That 
was a coincidence Itjust worked out that way 
Yes and it s based on an unfortunate tragic— 

Tragic situation So anyway I spent a lot of time talking about Three 
Stakes getting the initiative passed runmng for secretary of state 
myself Of course 94 was a great Republican year with the Contract 
With Amenca and all So we were successful in the fall of 94 and I 
won by a vote and a half per precinct statewide But it was a big 
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Republican year thank goodness or else I probably would not have 
won 

It was an interesting race There s Tony Miller who s acting secretary 
of state Gwen Moore an African Amencan woman Mike Woo 
Chinese Amencan And of course Tony Miller is openly gay 
Right 

So that s in California terms a very diverse group 
Very diverse very diverse group 

Except for Tony Miller the others didn t really have much expenence 
Gwen Moore had been a legislator for some time and she and Mike 
Woo had been a city councilman m L A so they were both very 
seasoned political people 

There was some controversy about Tony Miller and the way he was 
promoting himself I think Maybe I read somewhere where that his 
name was on every document that was coming out 
Right I don t remember all the nuances of that campaign to be honest 
with you We ran on an agenda that we laid out that we wanted to get 
done We put together I think fifteen or twenty points and that s what 
we ran on So I didn t really run against Miller per se as a person I 
ran against what had not been done in the office and Miller was a 


caretaker at the time 
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I think it was Mike Woo who was in particular concerned about 
Miller s ballot title 

Might have been I think I remember that There was some debate 
over that but I don t remember all the nuances of that I think it might 
have been Mike that raised that point 
So you hired Joe Schumate 

Right Joe did our campaign that one and the one four years later Joe 
had been very successful probably one of the most successful 
campaign managers for statewide candidates And with Joe he 
brought Rob Lapsley who was my campaign manager had worked for 
mem 91 when I was Leader heading up the caucus staff Then he 
went over to the admmistration for a while Then he came when I ran 
m 94 back as my campaign manager and then served as my under 
secretary the eight years I was secretary of state And he worked with 
Joe very closely I mean they had worked together so it was a good 
combination 

Did you first meet Rob Lapsley m 91 

Rob worked for Chuck Quackenbush when Chuck ran for the 
Assembly in the late eighties That s where I met him originally 
Then Bob Jennings came in 


CASTANEDA 
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Yeah Bob had been with me for twenty years He and I had been in 
business together back in the seventies Then when I became secretary 
of state he came on board as assistant secretary m Sacramento for a 
while But we had worked together and he had helped me on my 
campaigns and really had done a tremendous job It s fair to say 
without Bob s support over the last twenty years doing a lot of the 
grunt work that needs to be done in campaigns and working hard with 
the people very great person with people helped put together before 
he came to the secretary of state s office my commumty chairman 
program and all I probably would never have been as successful as 
I ve been without Bob 

I notice back we skipped over my family from the outset my close 
family I don t know whether now s an appropnate time to stick it in 
We can do that whenever you d like to 

Why don t we leave it till the end We 11 finish what we re doing here 
We need to talk about my family because they along with Bob are 
very instrumental in what I ve done 

So you became the first San Joaquin Valley resident [interruption 
phone call] to serve in statewide constitutional office Was that 
something that you were really proud of in a sense or was that just 
something that you just sort of noticed in retrospect'? 
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No that s just the way it worked out It wasn t something I sought to 

achieve but it s just the way the circumstances arose me being the 

first Valley person to be elected statewide 

There was some issue of ghost voters I guess cleamng up the 

registration ranks the voter registration ranks 

Yeah the problem one of the things I ran against March Fong Eu and 

her record on was the fact that there was even based on the League of 

Women Voters analysis 20 percent or so people whose name were on 

the ballot that didn t exist anymore And cleaning up the rolls became 

a real important part of what I tned to accomplish and we did 

We laid that out in our twelve point plan and we passed legislation 
that allowed us to do that We also passed legislation that gave us an 
opportunity to build a statewide voter file one of the first ones m the 
country tied all the counties together technologically so that they 
could interact back and forth 

The politics of putting that together was quite complex The 
legislature wasn t sure it was worthwhile so I worked out an ongmal 
program with them on a loan program with my fnends m the 
legislature where if it proved that these people were ghosts who were 
not on the roll we were saving the state a buck or two every time they 
mailed So I said Look you put this money into getting this done 
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and then for every one of these that comes off we 11 credit it against 
what I spent on the system 

It was an unusual situation but I did that because I wanted them to 
understand how convmced I was that this would work and it did and 
we reduced the deadwood on the rolls dramatically 
And very early on you authored a voter purge bill 
Yes it actually was one of my first bills that I earned when I first got 
to the legislature It would signal to some degree my interest in 
secretary of state I was finally able to deal with that issue when I 
became secretary of state And to some degree legislators that I d 
worked with Democrats had worked with me to try and get that 
passed which they did At the time there was the impression that 
Republicans did not want more people on the ballot or in the rolls 
Democrats wanted people that weren t there I mean there was this 
misimpression because of a lot of distrust in the process there I was 
able to badge that and bnng the two groups together pass legislation 
that was fair cleaned up the voter rolls saved money and set up a 
system to keep it that way And the settlement satisfied both the 
Republicans and the Democrats to some degree 


CASTANEDA You also sponsored an election summit 
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Yes that was one of the things I committed to do I brought 
everybody in to analyze the current system m California and League 
of Women Voters and everyone who helped us build the support for 
the legislative agenda that I put forward for the next year 
Were you also dealing with the technology issues at that point early 
on? 

Yes we saw a huge opportumty to bnng technology to the agency 
When I got there all there were were some dumb terminals There 
weren t any computers to speak of There was one program There 
just had not been a real effort to bnng technology to the agency even 
though the opportumty was there Now clearly that was back m 94 
and as you know the technology revolution was here but the Internet 
was somewhat new We just saw a huge opportunity 

So we put election mght reporting we tied the counties together 
we brought m a lot of programs for the elections area Then we went 
to the business area and we set up a website which won repeated 
awards We set up a program to do a lot of the electronic filing The 
biggest program that we spent years getting organized was about half 
done when I left and that will take all the applications in the business 
arena and put them on the Internet so you won t have to go to the 
secretary of state at all So these are all pieces that we were able to 
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bnng together and we spent a lot of time on technology over the 
years 

When you moved into secretary of state s office literally it was a 

brand new building 

Yes 

You were the first secretary of state in the new buildmg 
Right 

So that wasn t really an issue for you but before that the secretary of 
state s office was divided up into several— 

It was broken up in different places around the state around the 

Sacramento area The one thing March Fong Eu did do and to her 

credit she spent a lot of time m designing a new facility It was very 

functional and it was a great addition to California 

If we can talk about the 98 race and then we can go back and talk 

about secretary of state m general if that s okay 

Okay 

So you run for reelection m 98 nmnmg against Michaela Alioto 
Um hmm 

A lot of name recogmtion with her 
Um hmm 

It turned out to be a close race 
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Well 98 was not a good Republican year I ran 300 000 votes ahead 
of the governor our governor candidate There was only two of us 
that won It was the reverse of 94 So I won by three votes a precinct 
rather than one and a half but it was a temble year Without all the 
newspapers supporting me without the record that I had built up 
durmg the first four years I probably would not have won that 
election But it was very unusual for a Republican to have the 
endorsement of all the state newspapers and that was very helpful to 
accomplishing that end 

And she had not very much expenence really I don t think she had 
much But she had the name that a lot of people had heard 
Right 

Proposition 198 the open pnmary was that part of the campaign*^ 

The open pnmary was not very popular with either political party It 
had been passed by the people and I defended it That made both 
political parties oppose me m the court and I lost that case in the U S 
Supreme Court But I defended it because I defended every 
proposition that the people passed whether I agreed with it totally or 
not 

But what It did do is it opened up the process and it did provide 
for flexibility The parties did not like it and now I think we re going 
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to go to some kind of a modified that meets the court standards but 
still provides some flexibility for the people on Election Day Some 
states have that It just so happens that 198 as a proposition was not 
crafted that way so it made it vulnerable to court attack and we lost 
that in the U S Supreme Court I forget what year But we went all 
the way to the U S Supreme Court on that one 
This allows people basically to cross party lines in votmg 
In voting nght 

Which means you can do all sorts of crafty things with your vote I 
guess if you choose to 

It depends on how you look at it It gives people flexibility I don t 
know It really didn t change too much the issue of the fraud but it 
would just change the dynamics between the political parties who had 
histoncally had loyalty with their people So this made it much more 
flexible and much harder for them to assess what was going to happen 
Some of the other parts of your platform and I guess really part of not 
really your platform but your policy seeking 100 percent voter 
participation 

Right Zero tolerance for voter fraud From the outset m 94 we 
always made that case We were looking for 100 percent participation 
zero tolerance for voter fraud Because what I found early on is that 
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there was a group out there that were all interested in participation and 
didn t believe that there was fraud Then there was a group that 
believed that there was only fraud and therefore were less interested in 
participation because they were afraid of the fraud 

So you would never catch me when I was campaigning or talking 
to the press where I wouldn t say both 100 percent participation zero 
tolerance for voter fraud And by doing so I built some confidence 
among both groups that I would m fact approach these issues fairly as 
we went through the process 

In terms of 100 percent voter participation that s an ambitious goal 
How do you try to achieve that*^ 

Again you start off with the deadwood Twenty percent of the people 
or 25 percent of the people that are on the rolls are not even there that 
means if every single person showed up you could have an 85 percent 
turnout and that s it So you do those basic things first You build the 
technology that keeps it constant and ever improving 

In the final analysis all the secretary of state can do is those things 
Candidates dnve the turnout Candidates make the difference In the 
case of candidates they have to improve making their connection to 
the public m order to get the turnout up So bureaucracy and the 
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secretary of state can only do so much and then it s political issue as 
to whether people turn out or not 

So It s your job to make it possible But you can t make people— 
You can t drive them out if they have a candidate or a process out 
there and the campaign is just dnving them away 
You did help set up a civics cumculum 
Yes 

And the idea there was to educate 

Yes educate the young people We set up civics and it s in over a 
thousand high schools m California now I don t know whether the 
current secretary has continued it or not but it was a system We went 
to ten high schools m Califorma asked the children to help us design 
the system and they did Then we started it and began it and kept it 
going and it connected high schools with the actual going on of 
government made it relevant to them and thereby hopefully we were 
going to get better participation 

This is a little bit later but you appeared at some WWF— 

The WWF Worldwide Wrestling Federation had started the Smack 
Down the Vote because they had a whole constituency there that was 
one that we didn t always reach So I participated in some of those 
events in order to get the message out to people that they should vote 
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And it went well We registered a lot of people A lot of people were 
exposed to civic participation that might not have been so otherwise 
I think I read 100 000 maybe came out of that 
I think that s probably true I remember that number also 
So would you actually appear at the matches and give a statement or 
something*? 

Yeah and they did a lot of free publicity for voting from those 

programs so it was great 

Did you meet any of the wrestlers'? 

Oh yes Yes the Rock I met them all at one time or another and they 
were very helpful We did a lot of press conferences with them and 
again they have quite a following that is not the normal following that 
I would be able to attract 

So we went every place In our voter outreach program we sent 
out over a million e mails Every election cycle we would have a 
voter registration week One day would be business contact We d go 
to businesses and have them e mail their employees The next day 
would be grocery We d go to Safeway and the other businesses and 
they would put out grocery bags and registration forms in the lines 
Another day would be entertainment We would tie m with Rock the 
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Vote or we would tie m with the media and do events in Hollywood 
and other places 

So the goal was to go where people lived worked where they 
play and try to get to them with this information It was very 
successful We did it for seven or eight years and built up a huge 
constituency that helped us because we had no money Every time I 
went to the legislature they said no they wouldn t give me any 
money to help promote voting So everything we did we had to pretty 
much do beg borrow and steal with the private sector but we built 
up great relationships and it was very helpful 
In terms of encouraging mmonty vote was that more challenging 
basically*^ 

It was challenging but we went with the La Opinion newspaper 
largest Spanish language newspaper m the state We put together the 
largest voter outreach program with them through their newspaper 
registration program Southwest voters groups that histoncally a 
Republican secretary of state people would think wouldn t go to I 
worked with all those groups We did voter oversight in Nicaragua 
Mexico I led the group m Nicaragua for the first election after the 
war The Carter Center went and I went with a group that I led out of 
Washington D C 
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So we worked hard to try and make the point that Republican or 
Democrat it didn t matter You needed to get out and vote and we 
wanted to promote elections and civic participation in other countnes 
too 

In Nicaragua what did you notice'^ Did you have an impression of the 
way things were done*? 

That was very tumultuous It was the first election after the war I had 
a delegation of about a dozen One of my staff went with me Alfie 
Charles and we scattered out across the country We watched the 
elections dunng the day and then at night we watched the vote 
countmg You d see long lines of people lined up to vote all day in 
the heat Then at mght sitting in a mud hut with a wood table with 
one light bulb over there they d dump the ballot box on the table and 
they d take the votes out and they d hold them up You d have a 
Sandimsta with a machine gun on their arm and a Contra standing 
over here and glanng at each other Hold them up so next vote so 
hold them up so everybody could see So it was very enlightening to 
see the interest and the enthusiasm for the basic elements of 
democracy where they had just emerged from a very temble war So 
it was great 
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We did Mexico a few years later with the same group Republican 
Institute AIDR It s a group from Washington that promotes 
democracy more Republican oriented but it promotes democracy 
eveiywhere We were very impressed with what Mexico had done m 
the area of ID and voter anti fraud efforts in Mexico because they 
had had a lot of trouble So that was a great tnp too so it was part of 
what I did 

Then m the trade area as secretary of state I served on the far 
eastern Russian American trade group that was working to develop 
relations with eastern Russia nght after the collapse of the cold war 
was over That was fascinating We did a lot of meetings in Alaska 
and really it was trying to promote trade between Pacific Rim and 
eastern Russia and western United States And so I got to be very 
good friends with the secretary of state from Washington State who I 
learned a lot from Ralph Monroe who was senior secretary and 
retired a few years ago but just a first class individual knew 
everybody been everywhere and he taught me a lot about how to 
promote trade 

I worked very hard on the promoting trade getting the Port of 
Oakland deepened because mtemational trade was one of the 
elements and I spent a lot of time as secretary of state because a lot of 
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the countnes that came to see people in Sacramento expected to see 
the secretary of state even though my job was not totally dealing with 
trade especially in the second term when Gray Davis was governor 
He didn t see a lot of these folks so they would come to see me 
because they knew me So I made a lot of friends 

We did a tour for the state to China trade tour that I led in Taiwan 
and then we did another one to England to promote trade So we did a 
lot of that 

Would you say those efforts were generally successful 
Well it s always hard to evaluate that I think if you re California 
you have to go and be seen China is impressed when California 
shows up Everybody s impressed when Cahforma shows up So if 
you re out there and you re humble in your presentation they are 
impressed by virtue that you re from Cahforma because we are so 
huge and so important as a state 

So yes I think it s important you keep those relationships open 
and we worked hard to develop new opportunities for trade m the wine 
area and we did specific efforts in China for different groups and what 
have you So it s very important 


CASTANEDA So is China importing Cahforma wine*^ 
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They do They do I did a few events over there Then there was a 
general trade show with a lot of California products That s usually 
what I would do and I would be the official that would be there Then 
a lot of products firom California would be there The same is true in 
England when I was there 
How about in Russia*? 

Russia was different Really this was a group set up in the Clinton 
administration to try and develop a relationship and figure out what do 
you do with eastern Russian Eastern Russia really was like the Wild 
West huge open spaces a lot of wealth resources like western United 
States was a hundred years ago but very backward and needed a lot of 
help So we were trymg to find ways to build relationships there and 
we had a formal group to do that I spent a lot of time working with 
the Russians on that process So it was fascinating great educational 
expenence for me and I thought it was helpful to the degree that it s a 
slow process though very slow process to try and make change m 
Russia 

In terms of trade you mentioned assisting with the Port of Oakland 
expansion There s also [the] Stockton Port and Sacramento Any 
perspective on those ports'? Do you think Sacramento s going to 
survive*?JONES I think Sacramento s going to be a different kind of 
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a situation there Clearly because of the size and the scope of these 
ships anymore Sacramento and Stockton are limited dramatically 
But with the collapse of the Long Beach Naval Shipyard and the 
Oakland m consolidation huge benefits there So I ve spent a lot of 
time I ve toured the L A ports working to try and consolidate there 
after the loss of Long Beach Shipyard I think trade and international 
trade the Alameda Comdor coming up fi’om the port up to L A and 
then going east to the rest of the country huge potential to open up and 
continue to build on the trade 

L A Port now is one of the largest ports second largest port m the 
world Oakland was basically frozen and San Francisco didn t 
participate because they d kind of gone They just didn t do 

much over there anymore Couldn t get Oakland Port deepened We 
worked hard to get it deepened so we could get the big ships in there 
We brought m the big cranes from China those new big cranes there 
all floated over from Chma because they built them over there to put 
there So Oakland opening Oakland up made a huge difference 
economically 

Personally I think we need to look at opening up Humboldt Port 
Humboldt there s an old loggmg port up there If we could open up 
Humboldt and then open up the 295 I think is the name of the 
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highway across to Redding we could open up Northern California 
dramatically because we would have a freight differential then that 
would put the Port of Portland out of business or hurt them because 
SeaTac s the competition in Washington State huge port but it s full 
So the spillover then goes to Portland and on a freight basis we could 
pick some of that up in Humboldt if we would open that port up 
So then you would have Long Beach L A Oakland San 
Francisco and Humboldt So I think there s a potential there to open 
another port in the north if we chose to [Interruption phone call] 

One last question on trade In terms of overall percentage of time 
since It s a very important issue sometimes the governor just takes this 
on 

Right and the governor does definitely take it on The Trade and 
Commerce Agency did most of the work But my time was spent 
going with the consular corps in Southern California and the consular 
corps in Northern California I would work with these people We 
would have meetmgs in Sacramento I would facilitate to what degree 
I could I would act as a representative when necessary 

But the basic thrust of the work really comes out of Trade and 
Commerce which is an executive branch authonty But a lot of these 
countnes want to see the secretary of state who is statewide elected I 
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mean they want to see that person So I would always spend time with 
these delegations because it s so important for California to put the 
best foot forward Again it depended on how busy the governor was 
and if the governor was too busy people want to see me and I would 
try to take time to do that because I felt that was one of my 
responsibilities 

CASTANEDA Back to issues Proposition 219 state and local ballot measures 

applying the same way regardless of—do you recall that one*? Maybe 
it s something that caught my interest was— 

JONES Oh you mean—^219*^ 

CASTANEDA I think it was 219 I don t know if this was a law beforehand but that 
if there was a statewide proposition and one distnct approved it it 
would be applicable there but not in a distnct that didn t approve it 
JONES Gosh I don t remember that one that much so I really can t comment 

CASTANEDA I m going to go ahead and— 

[End Tape 3 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 4 Side A] 

CASTANEDA Just going down this list here we talked a little bit about this earlier 
but in terms of term limits and your job as secretary of state is to 
defend propositions really regardless of your feelings one way or the 
other but the term limits was a real big issue 
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Right I defended it and we were successful I defended it as I did 
198 which was the open pnmary again because the public had passed 
It There were difference of opinion on term limits pro and con but 
the truth is as long as you re going to have gerrymandered 
reapportionments term limits are probably not a bad thing because 
otherwise you end up with one party stuck in a mmonty status and 
long term one person running the show like we had with Willie 
Brown over an extended penod of tune m the eighties 

Really the frustration that brought term limits about in 1990 was 
the frustration about the legislature which you couldn t change the 
leadership of Willie Brown Only one party could rule And that 
frustration promoted term limits to be passed by the public 

Dunng the mneties we were able to get a fair reapportionment 
where both parties could win or lose and so you could make a case 
that maybe you didn t need it in the nineties but now we re back again 
to a gerrymandered reapportionment in the 2001 So if you didn t 
have term limits you d end up with the same kind of a system as we 
had under Willie Brown which I didn t personally think was a good 


one 
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One argument against term limits is that—and I know there are a lot of 
arguments for it but one argument against is that you don t have the 
building up of knowledge and experience 
Right But the truth IS if you look at the Senate there s in most of 
those senators fifteen plus years of expenence because they come out 
of the Assembly where they can put in six years and some of them are 
pre term limits too 

So you ve got ten years and I ve seen legislators before term 
limits that had been there twenty years and couldn t accomplish 
anything I ve seen legislators that come there m their first term and 
are chainng committees It still goes back to the individual goes back 
to the ability of that person to work with other people to understand 
that this IS about a team effort And you have to elect good people that 
are qualified and capable in order to get the system to work really well 
under either situation term limits or not 

In terms of defending term limits first I guess there s an effort to 
overturn term limits and a three court judge panel opposes term limits 
So as secretary of state what do you do*^ 

I go to the Ninth Circuit We defend it We had our chief counsel and 
also attorneys that we had hired to defend term limits and I appeared 
before the Nmth Circuit And then I opposed the en banc rulmg 
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which was the three court ruling three court judge ruling Then we 
appealed it and we argued it 

I think we took term limits we ended up getting it won in the 
We appealed It to the Supreme Court They rejected it I think 
that s how It worked And we ended up winning that case I don t 
know that we went to the U S Supreme Court on that one or not I 
have a document that was set up to go to the Supreme Court with 
myself against Bates It was Jones versus Bates case Tom Bates was 
an assemblyman former assemblyman that had been turned out from 
Oakland 

But 198 we definitely ended up in the Supreme Court We won 
the term limits case m the lower court the Ninth I think finally 

Then my last time at the U S Supreme Court was Election Day last 
year when Three Stnkes went to the U S Supreme Court I would 
have been back there for that case but that was Election Day and I 
was busy in California rurming the elections And we won that case 
I think we won two or three out of the times we ve been to the U S 
Supreme Court dunng the time I was in office 
As secretary of state when you re defending a proposition does the 


attorney general s office [get involved]*? 
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It depends The secretary of state is constitutionally established so all 
the other agencies like Insurance Commission they have to use the 
attorney general The secretary of state does not have to use it I can 
hire outside counsel if I choose So I would use the attorney general m 
some cases and m some cases I wouldn t 
Who did you use on these cases'^ 

I don t remember to be honest with you We had a law firm that had a 
great background m this and I can t remember the name of the firm 
But we used one firm for the term limits another one for open 
pnmary 

Then for Three Stakes'? 

I joined on the case with the Cnminal Justice Foundation from Los 
Angeles as just an add on I didn t hire a firm for that because that 
wasn t in my area It so happened I earned the legislation but the 
ones I was responsible for are the ones that fall under myjunsdiction 
constitutionally as secretary of state which were term limits open 
pnmary and those kind of issues 

In terms of term limits who s really opposed*? Obviously some people 


don t want to be termed out But what are the orgamzations that are 
trying to have it overturned*? Who are the individuals'? 
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There was the group that supported term limits I can t remember all 
the different groups that were involved m that anti term limits case 
Pnmanlyones some of the unions CTA and others that opposed term 
limits to some degree 
CTA opposed*? 

I can t remember I shouldn t say that because I don t remember the 
list But there was an extensive list of people that funded and opposed 
that and I don t want to be genenc about that because I don t recall 
As secretary of state what was your argument in favor of term limits'? 
Was It that this was passed by the voters'? 

Yes It was passed by the people and the people have a nght There 
was a section of the state Constitution which we felt gave us the ability 
to do this Now there s a section of the national Constitution which 
argued opposite on the federal House of Representatives which is why 
supposedly they threw term limits out federally But we felt that 
states nghts we had a nght to set our own terms for officers and that 
type of issue was how we eventually got that upheld I think 
What are your own feelings on term limits'? 

My strong belief in the late eighties early nineties was that if we had a 
fair reapportionment we wouldn t need term limits And I had 
worked hard to get a fair reapportionment through the eighties One of 
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the reasons I ran for Leader in 91 was to get a fair reapportionment 
And I said to people that if we d have had that m throughout the 
eighties term limits never would have come to pass because the 
public wouldn t have been frustrated and you wouldn t have seen it 
So I supported term limits at the time it passed reluctantly only as 
a way of trying to get the hierarchy and the system in Sacramento 
moving again because it had become so rigid with Willie Brown kind 
of stagnant in my opmion I didn t know in 91 or 92 we would get a 
fair reapportionment which we did but I supported it for that reason 
in 90 and again I was not a big proponent of it It was not my 
chosen solution It was the only alternative we were given after 
twenty years of gerrymanders 

Could you see it being overturned m the future*? I guess it would take 
another proposition 

Yes it would take another proposition I don t know I don t think so 
if you look at the polling Term limits among the public is still pretty 
popular 

You also continued to develop your comprehensive website You ve 
talked some about that Live Election Night vote totals I guess that 
was one of the mam thrusts of your term in office 
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Yes I see you ve got one of these books that outlined what we did 
We developed relationships with the pnvate sector Everything we did 
was a public pnvate partnership The Election Night reporting that 
you see on Election Night m California or on your website we went to 
digital computer I think it was digital that we did that with back early 
on We said You build us a state of the art system for Election 
Night reporting We don t have any money to pay you but you can 
keep the system and sell it to other people We don t care So I cut a 
deal with them for like $10 000 or some small amount of money and 
they built that huge system for California and then they took and sold 
it to other people 

I found ways like that Like the loan program that we did on our 
statewide voter file The legislature didn t want to do that I said 
Fine You put a loan against my agency and 111 pay it And you 
credit me for every one of these deadwoods that I take off because I m 
saving you five dollars every time you use the system and mail to 
somebody that s not there in every junsdiction in Califorma Look at 
the money we re saving So I convinced them to do it with a loan 
program 

So I tned to find creative ways to get done what I wanted to get 
done Public pnvate partnerships made the day but it was also my 



127 


willingness to nsk because as an independent elected person you get 
the funding from the legislature but you re out there by yourself If 
you go do a project and it fails it s on your watch You re 
responsible I never had a project fail m the eight years that we were 
and I always was pushing the envelope with my people 

If you go talk to our people up there still today we ran at 
breakneck speed for eight years They all worked overtime state 
employees which histoncally people said Well you know you can t 
get the state employees to accept this new technology I sat with the 
agency initially and said Look You ve got no training You ve got 
dumb terminals on your desks You ve got dead end j obs if you don t 
have the technology framing I will invest a third of what we do in 
framing 

We set up a huge fraimng deal full time training 24/7 And we 
will bnng you along in this process if you will cooperate with us to 
accomplish these goals We will not seek to fire people What we will 
do IS we will not replace people through attntion When I started in 
94 I had 498 people in the agency or thereabouts and when I 
finished in 2000 whenever it was this last January I had 498 people in 
the agency doing a third or half more work So you could do that m 
the whole state government if you wanted but you ve got to bring the 
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people with you You cannot do this independently of the leadership 
It s the rank and file it s the mid management but it can be done 
And we proved it I think m that agency 

Just so I understand the getting a loan for takmg a voter how does 
that process work*? 

It was a strange process I guess [laughter] I mean they just booked 
this They said Look okay fine This is what it s going to cost 

I said Look Over a period of time I will show you that we will 
reduce get the deadwood out and we will make the difference there 
Who would the loans come from again from the service‘s 
It was basically just a bookkeeping issue for the state that we would 
prove over time that we could in fact reduce the cost to the state 
because that was the goal m getting nd of this deadwood And we 
accomplished that 

We had another program where a lot of the businesses had services 
they wanted so we would dedicate a certain amount of their fees into a 
special fund so that they could get enhancements in the programs so 
that they could get better service So we tried to be creative about how 
we delivered services and how we got it funded all withm the letter of 
the law but we tried to work as hard as we could to make sure that the 
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customers of the secretary of the state no matter who they were got 
the service they needed 

It sounds like you were very successful in cleanng up the voter rolls 

and getting the deadwood 

We were pretty successful absolutely 

In terms of accomplishments of secretary of state we ve talked about a 
number of them You also are over the archives and you have a 
brand new facility up there 
Right in the archives 

You have a great reading room and research area 
Right 

In terms of enhancing the role of the archives there s also the idea of 
putting some of that on electronic database 

Right We have of course the internet site which accesses a lot of the 
archive s information We have the civics program We have Learn 
California We have Shake the State which is another program 
directed just at young people which has won awards trying to teach 
them history and how they go about learning about history and what 
have you 

In terms of public pnvate partnerships there was also the Golden State 
Museum and the Pubhc Benefit Corporation which is the pnvate 
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Yes yes it was set up as a public pnvate partnership from the outset 
before I got there We ended up building the board of trustees and 
raising substantial money for the program a lot of pnvate partners that 
came in Disney and others to help us build the museum When we 
got there there was just open space and we had to build the museum 
from scratch 

Then we had to operate the museum at a profit After the first year 
that the museum opened it operated at a profit for the remainder of the 
time I was there 

So that really began under March Fong Eu*^ 

No The onginal legislation that set up the facility was public pnvate 
The space was there when I showed up but there wasn t anything in it 
so we had to build the museum from scratch 

Having a museum in your building what kind of museum do you want 
to have‘s Is it a museum for Califonua*^ 

Well yeah It s taking the archives and bnnging it out and putting it 
through for the people It is the opportunity for people to see that and 
to see it in a way that is not just linear but it is the people the places 
the politics and the promise of California That s the different 
elements that we used and it worked very well 
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So it s really based on the archives as opposed to say the Fresno 
County Museum s traveling exhibits 

Right a lot of the information came from the archives and we tned to 
keep it contemporary holographs We did some deals with Disney 
that were unique But the concept was to make it very interactive and 
still tell the story based on the four venues—the people the place the 
politics and the promise It has won awards all over the country and 
we re very proud of that museum My wife still serves on the board of 
the museum pnvate board although she probably won t stay there too 
much longer 

And you can bnng the schoolchildren through too*^ 

Oh yes We got up to 60 000 students now I think now they re up to 
about 60 000 students a year And then we use the Shake the State 
program on the Internet to expose other children to the museum itself 
that could not get to Sacramento 

The public pnvate partnership in general m regard to the museum but 
also in general allows government agencies to raise money to be used 
for facilities like this but do you think that you should have to depend 
on the pnvate sector to support institutions like the museum or others 
or should the state really be responsible*^ 
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This IS the only facility that s like this Clearly when you have 
shortages of money m Sacramento you look for other ways to fund 
programs Is this the best way to have done this*? I don t know But it 
worked That was the charge I was given and we made it work I 
think the museum is certainly a great facility Would I have done it 
public private again*? I don t know that I would have proposed it that 
way if I d have wntten the ongmal legislation but we made it work 
over the years that we were there 

Do you know if other secretanes of state have this kind or archives 
strucutre*? 

Not that I m aware of Very unusual I think for a state to do that 
Yes 

Also there s the Oral History Program which we re doing now 
Right Well we thought the Oral History Program hadn t been 
funded and we tned to keep it funded when we could and to keep 
caught up before people left office and were gone and you could never 
go back and get them Certamly it s one of the programs that depends 
on the year whether you ve got the money for it or not but it s an 
important program We made it a pnonty and dunng most of the 
years I was in office we fought and got the funding necessary to keep 


it going 
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There are programs in some states not all of them by any means but I 
know there are some examples of these and I think they are good 
programs They certainly give scholars something else to go back and 
look at to do research 
Right 

Cal Voter Program 

The Cal Voter was a program I mentioned earlier which is the 
statewide voter file with all the counties connected and it was one of 
the first ones in the state and required a lot of coordination to get the 
fifty eight counties on a wide area network interactive that now will be 
the foundation of the new programs that are set up based on the new 
legislation that the Congress passed called the HAVA Program and 
the Cal Voter Program be the foundation that the other voter programs 
are placed upon in the future 

Are there other issues or accomplishments as secretary of state that we 
haven t covered*? 

No I think we ve done a pretty good job of covering secretary of state 
actually 

I think this issue has come up Has the issue of the secretary of state 
being a nonpartisan office 
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It came up over the years legislation I supported it I didn t see that 
was a problem if it was nonpartisan I think it really still gets back to 
the individual I treated it pretty much that way when I was there It s 
not the same as some of the other statewide offices because it deals 
with elections So while it s okay to have it nonpartisan it still 
depends on the person 

Dunng your second term your last four years as secretary of state 
being the only— 

Statewide Republican*^ 

—statewide Repubhcan um hmm what was that like for you*? Were 
there pressures'^ Were there responsibilities'? 

It became a little more awkward only because again we were trying 
to keep the secretary of state job nonpartisan and yet I m the highest 
ranking Repubhcan But I think I walked that line fairly well 
probably too well by some Republicans standards that thought I 
should have been more partisan ButItnedto first and foremost deal 
with the issue that I was elected to do which was be secretary of state 
and the party which the mantle I assumed as the highest ranking 
Republican I think I did not neglect that to the degree that it was 
important for me to participate in party activities and I did 
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You had been secretary of state then for eight years Onginally you 
thought maybe you d stay m office for ten years 
Right And I was leaving after the eight years as secretary of state I 
could have run for controller or something else but I really didn t have 
an interest in doing that I never wanted to run just to be runmng so I 
was planning on leaving I wanted to get back into the pnvate sector 
to some degree while I was still young enough to do some of the things 
I used to do like get on my horse and work the cattle and work on the 
ranch and somethmg So it worked out 

Then Gray Davis I think temble tenure with the energy cnsis 
and some of the other problems that had ansen it seemed to me that a 
change needed to be made there It was a job I thought I could do 
having served next to two governors for sixteen years and so I chose 
to run 

Prior to that time ofcoume we had the presidential race which 
took place in 2000 and I was involved with that to some degree 
although again as secretary of state I didn t get out m front as much 
just because it gets to be complicated if you re too front on a partisan 
race 

And you endorsed John McCain took some heat for that 
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I did I took heat I took heat from endorsing John Obviously 
President [George W ] Bush was running too The concern I had was 
is that California being that I was the highest ranking Republican we 
needed to win an election statewide election in California We had 
not won any in some time so we were in a situation which was not 
good I felt that if we didn t step up and win an election we were 
gomg to get further and further behind as Republicans 

McCain had done a pretty good job of reachmg out across the party 
lines getting crossover votes Thepresident had done a goodjob 
keeping the base of the party but I felt that probably in California 
McCain was probably going to be the more winnable candidate at the 
time than the president would have been when he was governor And 
it turns out that McCain came close but didn t win 

It was mterestmg to note though that m the open pnmary which 
was March of2000 when people could vote for either candidate that 
was when 198 was still in operation Bush and McCain beat [Albert] 
Gore [Jr ] and [Bill] Bradley in the open primary where people walk 
into the voting booth could vote anyplace they wanted by over a 
million votes So the argument can be made that if you ended up with 
a Bush McCain ticket in the fall I think Cahforma might have been in 
play for that ticket 
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I think Dick Cheney s a great person and has been a great vice 
president but in winning California it requires a combination that s a 
little bit unusual That was the case I made to the president to the 
White House and that was the reason why I supported McCain 
because I thought that either he by himself or the combination of the 
two could wm California and I felt we needed to win California one 
for our benefit out here but two I felt it was going to be very difficult 
to win the presidency without California 

In retrospect it seems like a bold move for you to have taken Were 
there pressures on you not to endorse McCain*? 

Oh sure I supported the president initially and then I switched to 
McCain because of what I said I thought that my job was to wm an 
election in California And I honestly didn t—and certainly there were 
pressures because most people were with the president at the time 
and It probably didn t do my personal career any good to support 
McCain But I felt my job was as the highest ranking Republican to 
tell the party what needed to be done m order to win m California and 
that s what I did And to have sat quietly by and not said that I felt 
would have been derelict m myjob as the highest rankmg Republican 
People can agree or disagree but I said what I thought was the nght 
thing for the party And I encouraged John McCain in the fall to if 
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possible to be on the ticket with the president because again I 

thought that would help win California 

Then later you did endorse Bush of course 

Absolutely Worked hard for the president went to the convention 

and I ve worked for the president and I think he s done a fantastic job 

as president 

Really endorsing John McCain showed that you—I don t know if this 
is the word you d use but were independent [laughter] I mean you 
were thinking what s best for California 

That s nght I have served as I said earlier three presidents and three 
governors I have nothing to prove to the party about my loyalty to the 
party the Republican Party Myjob is to do to the extent possible 
what s best for California and I happen to feel the Republican Party is 
in step with that I think the Republican Party s goals objectives and 
most of their candidates are what s best for California But in the final 
analysis usually what happens everybody locks up to vote their sides 
and leadership And Ijust felt in this situation what was best for 
California was a combination of both Bush and McCain and we didn t 
get It but I spoke out to that point 

In the presidential election of course there s that controversy in 
Flonda regarding the voting As secretary of state what s your 
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perspective on what happened m Flonda*? Can something like that 
happen in California*? 

No It couldn t happen in California We have punch cards but on the 
other hand we have a process in each of the counties to venfy We 
have time where we do a double check after the vote In L A our 
biggest county historically the punch cards have been cleaned out 
each time so you don t get the hanging chads that you saw in Flonda 
We have a lot of checks and balances in the process that Flonda did 
not have 

I had conversations with Secretary [Kathleen] Hams at the time 
We sent down a lot of our information as to how we do it m California 
Now having said all that of course the court came along and said 
You can t use punch cards anymore I promoted Prop 41 200 
million dollars to get California funded so the counties would have 
money and that passed a year ago March We had that money already 
in the pipeline We set up a process to distnbute it About that time 
this last summer the feds came along and said We re going to have a 
program too 

Well we had already had our program set up so we said Fine 
We 11 fold yours into ours But we already had our money set up to 
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distnbute this fall when the feds were still trying to figure out how 
they were going to distnbute it to the states 

So the punch card controversy it s time to update the election 
systems The way I looked at that was it was tragedy for Florida but 
if it focused the attention on the fact that we needed money to update 
to touchscreens and brmg voting mto the twenty first century fine I 
was going to take advantage of that And I did that m passing Prop 41 
with the Speaker at the time and also Kevin Shelley who was involved 
in that We got it passed and it s going to be good for California 
I heard one argument against the touchscreens there s no way to go 
back and sort of check I guess with the ballots you can count them 
They have options now if you want a pnnted sheet you can have a 
prmted tag But the truth of the matter is is that there s audit trails 
All those systems have to meet the same specs as any of our systems 
do the old manual systems They all have to have audit trails They 
all have to be verifiable So I disagree with that assessment 
So touchscreens seems like the nght way to go*^ 

Right 


CASTANEDA Up until recently I guess Riverside County— 
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Was the largest Riverside and the board of supervisors m Riverside 
really worked hard to step out and we led the way down there We 
were the largest county to go touchscreen in the country 
When do you expect the state to— 

Well that s up to the new secretary That s how quickly they move 
through this process I left it open for the counties I wanted the 
counties to make those decisions I did not want one system statewide 
because I didn t want to be held hostage by one vendor I wanted 
competition Therefore you have more systems You keep them 
cheap You let the pnvate sector fight over the business which is 
what happened 
And compete 
And compete Right 
Okay then we move to— 

Governor s race 
Governor s race That s nght 

I decided that again Gray Davis could be beaten I thought the 
energy cnsis and other problems his fundraising process that he had 
been involved in— 

Since the beginnmg 
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—left a lot to be desired And so I ran I knew there was potential for 
others to run like Richard Riordan Bill Simon both millionaires that 
would potentially mvest their own money But I thought that this was 
something I needed to do and so I did 

Now people said Well you didn t have much money m the bank 
when you started The truth is eighteen months before nobody 
thought Gray Davis could be beaten You recall about that time Gray 
Davis poll numbers were 70 percent and George Bush s were at 40 
So there wasn t in my mmd to run for governor at that time 

But as you got into the period of time of the energy cnsis and the 
other problems the procrastination of the budget and what have you it 
seemed to me that changes need to be made and so I ran and lost the 
pnmary obviously to the extent that I ended up spending about five 
million and my opponents ended up spending well over ten And 
then of course Gray Davis got into the pnmary too with some of his 
money So it was quite an unusual pnmary on the Republican side in 
2002 

Could you comment on your opponents in the pnmary Bill Simon and 
Riordan*^ 

Riordan I didn t know that well but I think Riordan is someone who 


got a wink and a nod from the White House or from a lot of the Bush 
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people here You know he s a liberal big city mayor well to do had 
won in the biggest city of Cahforma twice So on the surface it 
looked like a good candidate to support 

Bill Simon novice but also very well to do and able to wnte their 
own check I think Bill probably would have been better off running 
for treasurer or something He probably would have run that race But 
he chose to run for governor and that s fine 

So I had experience with both of them I don t think either one of 
them were really prepared politically for the race but it just shows you 
that you really have to have it all together when you run You got to 
have the money You ve got to have the candidate You ve got to 
have the contacts You ve got to have the issues You ve got to have 
it all m California 

As it turned out Bill Simon came to the pnmary but was not 
really as prepared as he probably should have been for the general 
election against Davis 

In many respects you were seen as the candidate who is the most 
qualified and had the most expenence 
Um hmm 


CASTANEDA And yet you didn t really have as much money 
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No no I didn t And again you re never going to have as much 
money when you run against the people that can wnte their own 
checks All they have to do is drag the checkbook out and wnte 
another check That s a wholly different situation than most of us 
have But again I m not complammg I knew that gomg in But I felt 
I needed to run What I needed to do at that time was what I did I did 
it for California I did it for myself too but I did it And if I had not 
of run then I don t think I would have fulfilled my responsibility m 
finishing my career at that stage or doing what I thought needed to be 
done for California If I had walked away and left that situation 
unanswered then I don t think that would have been the nght thing to 
do 

So no regrets about giving it a try*^ 

No no 

In terms of Davis own tactics he really went after Riordan 
Yes he went after Riordan took a lot of his money and thought 
Richard Riordan would be the best candidate against him So it was an 
unusual situation from that standpoint But m doing that he opened up 
a hole where I could have probably made my case better with a couple 
million dollars m the primary and could have possibly won that But 
that s neither here nor there now 
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CASTANEDA Let me change the tape one last time 
[End Tape 4 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 4 Side B] 

CASTANEDA Your perspectives of what s been going on since the election Of 
course Gray Davis wms The energy cnsis might have actually— 
Davis seemed to weather that storm at least politically Maybe not 
now but it didn t affect him too much 

JONES I think It affected him I think it s been corrosive on him because of 

his inability to make a decision and I think that s part of the reason 
why his numbers have remamed down When we were polling his 
numbers were in the low forties They still are there or below that So 
I think it s cumulative after a while and people see a critical process 
there that he s not addressmg I think it s a problem 
CASTANEDA In terms of the campaign there was an incident where you sent out a 
lot of e mails campaign messages and you were cnticized for that 
Yet you defended that saying this is the new age of electronic means 
of communicating 

JONES Right And things have changed since then There s been new rules 

But at the time it is the medium and we re trying to determine how to 
use the medium So whatever the rules are now obviously is the way 
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it will be But It s just like the Internet with everything else people 

are trying to figure out how to use it 

Yes It IS a very unregulated medium at this point 

Yes absolutely 

Davis had also hired energy consultants who had investments in 
energy People were bothered by that but— 

Again It s not one thmg It s the cumulative nature of all these 
activities and that s the reason why his numbers won t go up That s 
why he ended up havmg to bnng Bill Simon down because he 
couldn t build his numbers up 

We ve talked about this a httle bit companng—and I hadn t realized 

that before—^but the current budget problems with 92 percentage 

wise we re talking about sort of a comparable situation 

Very similar situation 

But the numbers look huge today 

They look huge because you re working off a 100 billion dollar 
budget But if you re working off a 60 billion dollar budget or a 55 
billion dollar budget then a 14 billion dollar deficit looks the same 
It s the same proportionally The difference was is that I think one 
we got out in front of it earlier Two we had really a combination of 
both parties engaged m it and the governor drove the process which 
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you have to do He drove it early And out of that we had a jobs 
program that ran parallel at the same time dealing with the workers 
comp problem which is agam a problem today Reforming that 
holding out the hope to the business community that there would be 
changes made that would generate more jobs So those are the major 
differences today I think 

Any ideas on the best approach to the budget cnsis today‘s 
I don t have all the current data My comments would be reflective on 
what I looked at when I was mvolved in the governor s race a year ago 
when we were really into the detail And it s changed so radically 
since then that I d hesitate to comment on the elements of the budget 
today on the intricacies of it because I reallyjust haven t been close to 
It in probably a year 

I d like to talk about your life bnefly back in Fresno but before we do 
that reflections on the secretary of state s office March Fong Eu ran 
agam for secretary of state Of course Kevin Shelley wins Did 
March Fong Eu have a chance do you thmk'^ 

I think she had a chance with her name ID but I think it was good 
that after she had been there for so long she had her time I spent my 
time It s time to move on to a new candidate and a new secretary that 
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IS fresh and with new ideas And I think that s good But she certainly 
had a chance She had a chance given her name ID 
And Kevin Shelley being part of the touchscreen voting is going to 
continue this 

Right and hopefully he 11 continue the outreach to people particularly 
young people that we developed and build on what we did 
Oftentimes when someone comes in they try to set aside everything 
that the last person s done and start all over We laid a pretty good 
platform Hopefully he II use that platform and then go on from there 
and not try to recreate the wheel 

You did have an awful lot of the accomplishments as secretary of 
state 

We did We enjoyed it a lot and we re very proud of our tenure 
You returned to Fresno farming something that you had been doing 
wanted to continue domg Also I understmd you were involved in 
renewable energy 

Right We re doing an ethanol facility here m the Central Valley 
Obviously one of the big problems in the Valley here and California is 
air quality Ethanol is a renewable fuel to replace hydrocarbon 
Unleaded gasoline has been a real plus We just bought a facility here 
not too far from Fresno It s our first site So we see this as being a 
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long term win win releases us from foreign energy requirements 
economic development for rural areas provides some additional crops 
for farmers to grow We re using com as our main commodity And it 
improves the air quality dramatically 

So It s one of those issues The reason I chose this to be involved 
with nght now is because in California every once in a while you can 
find a nexus point where by dealing with one problem you can affect a 
lot of different issues at the same time Air quality but really ethanol 
affects all the points I just mentioned and if you aggressively deal 
with that you could eliminate some of these other problems And 
because of the size and the scope of the problems in California you ve 
got to find those pomts and work hard on those points You can 
thereby spend your time wisely and affect a lot of issues 
simultaneously in a positive way 
I guess it takes a lot of com to translate into— 

Yes Our plant will be 35 million gallons a year is what this plant will 
do and we will generate about a quarter of a million pounds a year of 
wet distillers gram out of that And we 11 use about 210 car trainloads 
a month of com for that purpose 


CASTANEDA Are you buying it from— 
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About 80 percent will come from the Midwest and 20 percent from 
California 

And then the distillers gram is gram that s used— 

Right It comes through the plant as a byproduct and it goes to the 
dairy cows to be fed 
So everything s used 
Everything s used 

Do you need a special engine for ethanol‘s 

No very small modification There s a lot of cars on the road now that 
can use 85 percent ethanol believe it or not currently and 75 percent 
of the gas in California now has ethanol m it to the level of about 5 
pereent You could put 10 percent in it and reduce dramatically the 
costs of gasohne Because what s happening is since they re not 
building any new refineries m California you ve got a level amount of 
gas being produced and an ever mcreasmg demand so ethanol helps to 
resolve that problem 
And emissions are very much— 

Much much better than what you see with carbon based fuels 
Probably maybe not as much as with natural gas hydrogen 
Natural gas still has emissions issues yes and the cost of natural gas 
has gone up dramatically as you know 
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And in terms of farming you re— 

Still farming My dad passed away a few months ago so I m trustee 
for the estate so I m involved with that too So I have a very full 
plate Got a feedlot that I opened up and I m workmg on that So 
we re enjoying life 

I want to say bemg back with my family my son in law is 
working with me on the project on the ethanol but my twenty years of 
public life would not have been possible without my wife Maureen 
who really from the first time I ran and she was with me when I was 
in college thirty years ago has been great support helped raise the 
family really is my best foot forward in campaigns because everyone 
loves her genuinely mterested m what people think and how they feel 
She s a first class candidate herself not a candidate s wife or spouse 
It is a partnership and my success is based on her support and her 
ability to be a partner m this process 

My youngest daughter Andrea has shown an mterest She 
worked for John McCain ran Tom Campbell s U S Senate campaign 
in California against Dianne Feinstem currently is the press secretary 
for John McCain m Washington So she has continued an interest in 
politics 
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My other daughter Wendy followed m my father s footsteps on 
water boards here locally and what have you and has become a leader 
in the water arena 

So very proud of my family and it s great to be able to have some 
time to be back m Fresno with them doing projects that I would not 
have been able to do if I d have won the governor s race I would be 
up m Sacramento instead of here So from that standpoint the last six 
months has been a lot of fun And we have two very wonderful 
grandchildren that we enjoy a lot too 
Has your farming operation grown"? 

It s grown some I ve continued to have it grow some but it s been a 
challenge trying to do too many things at one time But we still have 
that as part of our family operation 

You d mentioned a plane you fly back and forth between here How 
long have you been flying"? 

Since 74 [Interruption phone call] 

I guess it s a lot easier when you can fly yourself 
Yeah well it s given me enough flexibility to be able to live m Fresno 
and work in Sacramento over the years so yes it s been very helpful 
Just a couple of final questions Reflections on the recall campaign 
going on nght now What do you think about that"? 
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Well I support the concept of the recall Just like the initiative 
process people say Well what about the initiative process'^ It needs 
to be modified The people s nght to petition their government is 
clear and so I think it is totally appropnate to use the law as it s 
currently structured for that purpose 

Now having said that the people can decide whether or not they 
want to participate vote although I would encourage everyone to 
vote and I always do but they can decide whether they want to vote 
for or against the recall and then pick another candidate But there s 
nothing wrong with the process because it s legitimately set up m the 
Constitution if the people want to use it 

I know Davis numbers are very low In fact I think they re at 28 
Yes I hear they re down that low too 

But one argument that he has which makes sense on the surface is 
that the recall gives potentially one million voters the opportunity to 
overturn what seven or eight million did in an election 
But the recall is constitutional That is an argument in defense of his 
position as governor But the truth is as the Constitution says you ve 
got to be eighteen to vote and if you want to recall a governor this is 
the process So I don t know how you can challenge that But I can 
understand why he would try 
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I just saw on TV last night a political expert commentator said that if 
he was recalled it could throw California government into turmoil Do 
you believe that s the case'^ 

No I think it would be tumultuous m the short term but you can 
make the case that again we go through this process penodically 
anyway m the same time frame In fact if they did this recall in 
October that s more time than normally you have to change the 
governments So I don t think it s quite as—quote— tumultuous as 
the person s implying It would be unusual but clearly government 
and life in California would go on 

At one point your name came up as a possible person to be on the 
ballot Any thoughts on that*? 

The problem is that you have Arnold Schwarzenegger Bill Simon 
Dick Riordan Darrell Issa who s put a half a million or so dollars in 
the recall All these people can wnte checks for 10 million dollars of 
their own money for this purpose And having been down that road 
the last election I m not sure that I have a role m that kind of a 
campaign because even if I had 10 million dollars I wouldn t wnte a 
check for this purpose 
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So if It s going to be a millionaire s game where you have to be 
able to do that in order to qualify then I think it s better left to others 
than myself 

Does It cost much‘s What does it cost to get your name actually on the 
ballot'? 

It doesn t cost veiy much That s not the challenge The challenge is 
competing with these other individuals 

How about checkmg the signatures'? Could that slow this process 
down*? 

No I don t think so I think they II be fine as far as the time frame 
goes 

You re still young m many contexts What are your interests in the 
future in terms of business and politics'? 

Business we ve discussed I m going to do what I just reviewed with 
you the renewable fuels the farming feedlot and others spend time 
with my family Politically now that I have my youngest daughter on 
the East Coast she s marrying a Manne Corps lieutenant that just got 
back from Iraq I ve always tned to avoid being a bicoastal father over 
the years and that s one of the reasons why even though I could have 
run for Congress I stayed in Sacramento because I felt it was better 
for the family But now I m going to have grandchildren on both 
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coasts so the U S Senate might be something that I would look at at 
some point here if I am able to get all my other business and personal 
activities in balance and keep [them] in balance That s the key 

Oftentimes people run for office just to be running because the 
seat s there What you have to do if you want to stay in this business 
long term is stay balanced and keep your perspective and sometimes 
that s lost by people that are in such a rush to run to a higher office 
Any final comments or perspectives on your career‘d 
I ve enjoyed it Maureen and I have enjoyed it and all the people have 
been great I wouldn t miss a day honestly I guess I had 
expectations of the relationships with the people the rank and file 
people the voters and they met my expectations over the years They 
always were very supportive Whether I met their expectations every 
time IS for them to judge But it was great expenence and I would 
recommend it to the next generation and I have repeatedly to others 
even to the extent my youngest daughter is running I mean is in 
politics 

But it isn t something that I have to do anymore necessarily I m 
not worrying about it Although as someone who s been in the 
business twenty years I see opportumties differently than others 
because of my expenence Even in a Senate race I think Barbara 
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Boxer is clearly beatable I think I could probably beat her if I chose 
to run but whether I do or not is factored into a lot of other things that 
again to keep that balance that you have to be able to be long term 
viable as a father and a husband and grandfather not just as a secretary 
of state or a senator or what have you So that s my goal is to make 
sure I keep that balance as I have over my career 
CASTANEDA Thank you very much and good luck 

JONES You re welcome Good luck with your program and I m glad the 

program s still going well 
CASTANEDA Thank you 
[End of interview] 



